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DEPICATION, 



TO THE 



ffon. Board of Agriculture* 

Gentlemen, 

I Do not addrels your Hono-» 
rable Inftitution with fulfome Pan©* 
gyric, to folicit a patronage, but 
fubmit the following Abftra&s and 
Obfervations for your Penifal, as the 
Subject belongs particularly to your 

r 

Pepartrnent, 

Not flattering myfelf with any 
Originality of Invention, I merely 
fee] it my Jndifpenfible Duty, as 
a Triton, tp contribute my Mite, 

bow 






VI DEDICATION* 

however finall, if conducive -to the 
Public Weal. 






That your truly Patriotic Soci- 
ety, together with the Legiflature 
and the State, may be the Means of 
eftablifhing that Jiermanent Peace 

and Plenty in our Ifle, which have 
hitherto been our Chara&eriitics, is 
by nope more devoutly wilhedforthan 



Your Honours* 
Mpft obedient, 
And very humble Servant, 
Benjamin Pirn Capper, 
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INTRODUCTION. 



STATISTICS are that comprehenfive Part 
of municipal Philofophy, which ftates aad 
defines the Situation, Strength, and Refour- 
ees of a Nation, and is a Kind of political 
Abftraaft, by which the Statefinan may be 
enabled tocafculate his Finances, as well as 
guide the (Economy of his Governments 

This has been attempted by many latterly, 
fince Profeflbr Zimmerman gave his politi- 
cal Survey of Europe {" but from its general 
afid extenfive Scale, without a Poffibility of 
its mbft : confequential Branches, Popula- 
1 at ion arid Cultivation^ being demonftrated 
with any Degree of Accuracy, by Indivi- 
duals ; even the well-planned Arrangements 
of the Board of Agriculture were deficient ; 

an4 
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VHi INTRODUCTION. 

- <* 

and nothing fhort of the Interference of Go- 
vernment, could be found adequate, to iri- 
veftigate, with Truth, the widely diffufed 
Collection of Information neceflary to fur- 
nifh ivLch a Concern of national Importance, 
as an accurate Statiftical Account of Great 
Britain^ 

.. .— »• ** ~ - 

The prefent Topic of real Populatiori 
having engaged the general Attention, as 
well as being laid, in Part, before the 
Houfe of Commons, fo late in the . laft 
S^flions of Parliament*, that nothing effect- 
ual could be done in afcertaining the. 
national Refources, which, no doubt, was. 
the wife Intent of the Legiflature ; and, 
as confiderable Time muft elapfe before 
an equally accurate Survey of the Cul- 
tivation, can take Place, I vhave compiled 
a Companion for the Population, from the 
mod recent Reports and Documents any In- 
dividual could be capable of eollejfting, 

without 



* Vide Parliamentary Tranfaftions, 2d July, 1801, when 
the Abftracl of the Population 20/h June, and taken loth 
March, according to A& of Parliament, was ordered to lie oa 
the Table* 



INTRODUCTION* 1* 

without the Support and AfMance of Go- 
vernment. 

The general Statiftics of a Nation can 
only be arranged from provincial ones, al- 
ready collected from the beft and moll ac- 
curate Informants ; thofe that have alreadv 
appeared, however creditable they are to 
the Compilers, and fatisfa&ory to thofe in- 
terefted in their particular Counties, are too 
voluminous to convey readily, the Infor- 
mation required by a general Enquirer, and 
often carry their Polemical Theories too far* 
particularly on Agriculture; for Inftance, 
the one recently publifhed of Berwick^ 
maintains, a true Farmer (houldbe brought 
up as fuch at the Univerfity, and being 
taught the Analyfcs of Chymiftry, would be 
the better able to afcert^in the various Pro- 
perties and Natures of the different Soils. 

After the deep Refearches, and hitherto 
fruitlefs Conclulions of the different Com- 
mittees and Individuals, in afcertaining the 
real Situation of this Country, with Refpeift 
to its Population, and Caufes of the prefent 
Scarcity, it may be deemed Arrogance in 

B me, 




X INTRODUCTION. 

rte, pretending to more local Information 

■ 

on the Subject, than my Predeceflbrs. But 
the Population being now accurately afcer- 
tained, nothing more is requifite than ta 
ftie w the Confumption of the Nation ; and 
on the fame Plan, I have collected the Pro- 
duce, although not fo accurate, through 
the yearly Cafualty of Cultivation ; yet this 
is checked by the Importations, which proves 
it muft be very near the Truth. 

By exhibiting the Balance of Produce and 
Confumption, we fhall be enabled to judge 
how far a Scarcity has been real or pretend- 
ed ; and if it has been real, as there is very 
little doubt of, and now generally allowed 
by all, to fhew by what Means it has been 
effected, and what will be moft conducive 
to prevent a Continuation; 

Among the many Inveftigators we have 
had upon the Subject, every one has had 
his peculiar Bias in afcribing it to fome one 
particular Caufe, generally that in which he 
was moft interefted ; from the poor Curate 
of For d to the Orator at St. Steplieris ; the 
one harps upon the Monopoly of fmall 

Farms, 




INTRODUCTION. Xi 

Farms, the other on War a$ th$ fple and 
only Caufe ; however each may partly 
contribute to the Burthen we now bear, we 
ihall not find either fingly, capable of hav- 
ipg now, or at any former Period, affected 
us fo rapidly. 

If our Supply for, and Confunjption by 
the War has been greater now than in any 
former one, our Importations within thofe 
laft Twelve Months, have been as great in 
Proportion. If it was caufed by fmall Farms 
being engroffed, it is evident the EfFedU 
could not be general in one Seafon, but we 
fhould have felt it in that refpedi progref* 
iively. 

We (hall find from the following Table? 
and Calculations, that it is a Combination of 
Caufes which tend fo evidently to product 
3. Scarcity, unlefs the Legiflature fpeedr 
ily adopt fuch Plans, which if they cannot 
effe&ually root out the Caufes, may, in 
part, counteract their Effe&s. 

Amongft the many, the following are the 
mpft ferious Caufes, which will .be found 

B 2 fully 



Xtl INTRODUCTION. 

fiilly explained in the different Chapters tq 
which each more particularly belongs. 

I. The increafed Population. 
II. Additional Oonfumption by the War. 

III. There being lefs arable Land in Cul-> 

vation than formerly. 

IV. Thfe lower Glafs confuming a greater 

Proportion of Bread Corn than 
formerly. 

In treating of the firft, Reference has been 
made to China> as a Companion has already 
been made of that Nation, in an Elfay on 
the Principles "of Population, where it is 
pbferved, that the Excefs of the Popular 
tion of one, leads to the Expofure of Chil-? 
dren, and the Deficiency of Produce in the 
"other, (England) leads to Celibacy, &c. — 
•But he forgets to mention War, as not af- 
fe<fting one Nation, and the Inclination to 
"Emigration attached to the other. 

Several Treatifes on political Arithmetip 
have been publifhed at various Periods, ir* 
which it has been maintained, that the Po- 
pulation in different! Counties have, and will 
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advance in Arithmetical Progreflion. D. A. 
Smith obferves that Great Britain, and moft 
other European Nations, double their Inha- 
bitants in the Courfeof Five Hundred Years; 
and the North American Colonies, in the 
fliort Period of Twenty-five Years. But the 
Character of Man is fuch, that his Paffions, 
Profligacy, and Improvements in vicious 
Cqurfes, will always be found to balance 
a gain ft any actual Difproportion of Popula- 
tion zndProduce, that would otherwife aiife 
by this Increafe ad Infinitum. 

That Part of Great Britain only, called 
England and Wales, is ftatedin the follow-p 
ing Work, as the Population of Scotland has 
net yet been afcertained, but will take Place 
during the enfuing Seflions of Parliament j 
however, a more Statiftical Account of 
Scotland has been taken, and lately pub- 
lifhed by Sir John Sinclair, th^n has hi- 
therto been attempted of that or any other 
Part of the Empire. But the Time, Trou- 
ble, and Etfpence, which the Arrangement 
of that Work has taken, prevents our be- 
ing likely to obtain a fimihr one of Eng- 
land (at le&ft tQ benefit by) at prefent. And 
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*IV INTRODUCTION. 

tbW Work, like moft Publications of Util- 
ity, is too voluminous, as well as expen- 
sive for geneial Perusal. 

As foon as it can be collected , a Sfatifti- 
eal Abftra<ft of the Population and Culuva^ 
tion of Scotland is intended to be given to-r 
gather with that of Ireland. 

S i 

The prefent Period being the -Commence* 
irtentof a new Century, is an aufpicious 
Time for taking the Balance of the internal 
Wealth of the Nation, particularly its being on 
the Completion of the .Union of the Em- 
pire, by the Accjuiftuofl of our Si/ler IJle. 

If we maybe allowed to anticipate, the 
Clpfe of the prefent Century may prefent 
the future ', in the fame, if not greater 
Stale of Improvement than the prefent ex- 
ceeds the pqfi ; ajjd that the Mother Coun- 
try will have imparted a Share of Succour 
and Afliftance tfy her newly adpptedr-requal 
to the Improvements of North Britain fines 
fcer Acceflion to the ^ Union/ a Century 

WUhqut 
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INTRODUCTION. XV. 

Without diminifliing our Trade and Com- 
merce, (which has fo glorioufly carried us 
through the War) England and Ireland 
have a fufficient Field for extending their 
Agriculture, equally.— May Attention to 
this be put in Practice, not only for the 
Emplo} T ment it will occafion to the many 
Thoufands who will now neceflarily want 
it, but as it leads to the general ProSt 

PERITY OF THE EMPIRE. 

B. P. C. 
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On the Increased Population. 



JTh AT an accurate Eftimate of the Po- 
pulation is highly neceffary, to enable us 
to judge at all Times, of the Strength of 
our Political Refources, is not only found 
fo, at laft by us, but by other Nations, 
more particularly thofe that have experi- 
enced any Incpeafe. We find this has 
been already done by the French Nation, 
not on Account of Scarcity, but in order to 
afcertain their Refources for the War. 
They borrowed the Practice from China* 
where we find the Extent of their Pro- 
C vinces 
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vinces has been taken bothbyAftronoilVical 
Obf^rvation and Admeasurement, and the 
Populatipn is regularly taken by a Ty thing 
Man, or every tenth Mafter of a Family; 
in the different Diftri&s ; and thefe Re- 
turns are collected and lodged in the 
General Regifter at Pekin. 

Although it apjjedfs we have acquired 
a coniiderable Increase within thefe za 
Years, we are far from having arrived at 
that Maximum,* beyond which a civilized 
Nation cannot go ; and it is the wife Ordi- 
nation of Providence, that the Earth 
fhould, at all Times, fupport its Inh^bir 
tants, with the Afliftance of Human Ih- 
duftry. This is particularly evident, in 
the Inftance of the Nation above ailluded 
to, where the Extent being about 830 
Millions of Acres, we find the Population , 
almoft beyond Credibility , amount to 333 

Millions of People ; but I muft obferve, 
that through Neceflity, no Lands are fuf- 
fered to lie Wafte by Negfecft, or wilfully 
to anfwer the Caprice of a few wealthy 
Proprietors, 

It 
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• • • It is an incontrovertible Axiom/ that the 
real Wealth oi a. Nation confifts in the 
dumber of its* Inhabitants and the fuperior 
State ' of its Agriculture y and not in the 
Extent of its Trade and Manufactories ; 
the Value of one is real and permanent, 
of the other yfpeeulative and temporary, 
and for.&htehk Is dependent on neigh- 
binaring Markets and Foreign Demands. < 

n . •■•!■■.■ 

• The grand Point inQueftion, although 
difficult at firft to refolve, is, how far 
Agriculture has been improved, and whe^ 
ther it has kept Pace in a due Proportion", 
with the ilncreafed Popiilatioii. The lat- 
ter being afcertained as td Matter of Fa<Sr, 
the* other, . if not perfecSly accurate, may 
be near enough the Truth, toifheW what 
Produce will be aeceflary Howards the 
$$;ual> Gonfumption . The Number of In* 
habitants in England and Wales, has long 
been calculated at Eight Millions,. but no 
regular Account has been ta]cen till the 
prefent, by Parliamentary ; /.Authority. 
Whatever ; Provincial Eftimates f have hi- 
therto been made, they hav^«all proved 
Jq be erroneous, and &Qntx>thet:onje<ftural 

i ...;..•.. C 2 Guefs 



<3w*& of the Surveyor, rather than any 
fifced or certain Rule. As near as the 
taoft accurate Computation can be now 
made, the Increafe of the Population, 
according to the; different County Returns, 
that are the moil Perfe<fl, will (land thus : 
England and Wales appear to 'hait^e expe- 
rienced the following Increafe; (ince the 
beginning of the laft Oeatury ;--- within 
the Period of the firft 50 Years, or in the 
year 1750, i*uthib*the following 30 Years, 
or at the Clofe of the Yearn 780, i-8th ; 
and in the laft 20 Years y or in the Clofe of 
the Ceqtuiy iSoo* an Increafe of 1 -6th i 
Withio this laft Period the Baptifms have 
preceded the Burials in almoft every 
County, in the Ratio of nearly two to 
one. But I do not rely on this Circum- 
fiance for a ftri£ Adherence to Truth in 
my Caktjlatfioh, as the Affiftance of the 
Clerical Returns are very fallacious ; foj 
until late Years, the Regiftere of Baptifms 
*nd Burials, have been very irregularly 
and negligently kept ; in many Places en?* 
tirely loft, at(d very frequently incorre<5lly 
copied. Add to this, the Regifters take 
no Cbgnkara&of many Sedto of Diflenters, 

particularly 
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particularly in Wales, where above ^8ths 
of that Country are Di (Tenters, Anabap- 
tills*, &c. &c, &c- Suppofing the Regifters 
were compleat with Refpedt to the Bap- 
tifms and Burials, including every Sedt and 
Denomination, the Deaths could never be 
accurately accounted for from the Burials, 
through the Impoflibility of afcertaining 
the Number of thofe who migrate and die 
Abroad ; the Number we lofe annually in 
the Sea Service, both in- the King's Ships 
and Merchant Men ; and bur immenfe 
Lofs this War in the Land Service. 

According to the Accounts of ;Goveirn- 
ment, they acknowledge to hfeve loft 
nearly 100,000 Mten ; but their Levied for 
Recruiting many of the Regiments feveral 
Tfimes over during this War, Numbers 
m)fling, and Prifoners never after ac- 
counted fof , cannot be rated at lefs thaa 
Half a Million within thefe laft 20 Years; 
neither do I include the Numbers fent 

annually 



# EtUygaer, in Okmor^t, wfcfch is 50 Miles in Circom- 
ferente, and covins no© fabai>i|ants, had, only 1 Baptifci 
and 7 Burials regiftercd in 1 890, and fu in Proportion with 
the reft of the County. 
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annually., to recruit 'the.K^girnents on Fo* 
reign Stations, a& they are not included in 
roy Anhy Eftim?ate. The Lofs in the 
Merchant* Service, can be brought lo a 
fnore re&ular Calculation, and may be 
reckoned :a.t jjsooo anauaUy ; nor do Go-* 
vernoasnt account for the Number loft an-* 
nuaHy^to^tbel Nation by Executions and 
Tranfpor^tions, — thefe will amount to 
Vp Wards of 2*000 annually. Yet afteT all 
thefe Allowances, we find the Total of 
thfc ;4#£fent Population of England and 
Wales amount to.c^oo^ooo, . ' ■■' . • 

If Webeght to^treat of the Otufes of the 
I^eafed'Papklatibfl v philfrfephicblly ; *we 
milft traecf the Propagation of the Humarif 
Species, ofrtHffthe teriV Formation of Man : 
smd itfeanallotoe&'Docftrine, that ProfJa* 
gsrtion'is more general in a^civilized than a 
lavage Nation, and 1 ftill more fd, in a 
trading and- manufacturing ' Community/ 
thati anffc&g'-tftofe that remain in a paftdraj 
5^a5e» *•" * " 
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Jf.we enquire 4^ tt^JKhyfical. Caufes 
ftUy, the tnc^afe'his'been^o rapid within' 
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thefe laft 20 Years, it, will apptear to arife 
from various Sources: on6 of the mofl: 
obvious and general, I Hate /to be the 
Prevalency of Inoculat»n, and the fu- 
perior Skill and Treatment of that formerly 
fatal Difeafe the Small Pox, which even 
40 Years paft made fuch Havockpf the 
riling Generation, It appears from the 
Parifh Regifters of Burials, as well as from 
the Medical Journals, that whereas for- 
merly we loft more than One-half that 
were attacked with it, we do not lofe now 
above 1 in 4c. Several of the Inland 
Counties* appear to have loft in the Years 
1710, li, and 12, fucceflively, in many of 
their fmali Towns, 100 by that Difeafe 
only, v/here the whole Amount of their 
prefent Burials does not exceed 50 dr 54. 

This Difeafe was particularly fatal in al- 

moft every County in England, in the 

Year 1730, arid its effects were feverely 

felt, at different Periods, till 1760, and in 

fome Places in 1 780. 

At 



, * I allude to Inland Counties becaufe their Regifters arc ibe 
inoft regular, and not liable vi Cafualties thtotighthefWar, as 
Sea Ports, and my Averages have generally been taken from 
Towns uninfluence4 by the Fluctuation of Manufaftuies. 
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Burials are properly belonging to the 
County. And the, fame Locality of Cir- 
cumftances , will : nearly anfwer for the 
County of Surrey* and .that 27.5 ths of all 
her Burials are derived from fimilarCaufes, 
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It will. >no Doubt, be a Matter of Sur- 
prize Xo many, after declaring tl^&t the Po- 
pulation of. the. Capital -is in a flpurifhing 
State, notwithftand'mg the War, to find in 
the. §.tati(lical Table, that the whole 
,CiQi*nty.of Midd/t/ex, including the Cities 
of London and Wejlmin&et, contains little 
more than 800^000 Pepple, an4 this Re-- 
turn made when the Britifh Parliament was 
aflembled; but I beg tq remark, that none 
feyying in the regular Army or Navy, or 
Regiftered Veflels, are included in the Re- 
turns, agreeable to the Adl of Parliament, 
but given feparately in the Summary* 
,Thefe add to the apparent Populoufnefs of 
the Metropolis*, and ferves to .(hew how 
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* For the Satisfaction of my Readers, the followingis the 
eiaft AcceuRt of London : 

-.- t * .-'"■■.'.. . ] The 
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very fallacious is the Theory* of Political 
Arithmetic, wheji moil of our modern 
Surveyors and ftatiftic Writers calculate it 
nearly double*. 



> * . 



Although our Climate appears to be 
more unfettled, and in fome Degrees 
colder than formerly, it feems more ' con- 
genial to the Longevity of Man and the 
Fertility of the Women. If we add to 
this, the Care and Attention that has of 
Jate Years been paid to Cleanlinefs, and 

D 2 the 

Inhabitant!, 

The City, within and without the Walls, 122,733 

Weftmm/ler, City, and Liberties ........ • 159,708 

The Borough of Southward, ............ 67,448 

Hplboru Dim/ion, ....... v .. ........,, 175,820 

Tower Pivifion, .,« p . ....... .......... 189,293 



«.« 
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Total, .... 715,092 



* m 

: # The Calculations alluded to, are excufable, as they may 
ferve to publifh an Appearance of our National Strength 
and Importance to Foreign Nations ; but how rej/reherifible 
is he, who, undo: the GarJ> pi. Mag#r*cy, pu,bliih$a; ,Y°* 
lujnes of Falfities, to exaggerate the. Depravity of our 
Metropolis, and dates t the Proftitutes in London onlt 
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#h# many Improvements conducive to 
Health; in our moft. populous Towns* 
as welt a$ the Metropolis, we fhali fee 
the Caufe why the Train of Febrile 
Difeafes are lefs prevalent and deftrudUve 
than heretofoie. Upon this Siotoja <ft I can- 
bw* agtte with Mr. Tooke* in his View of 
the Ruffian Empire, when be affeuts there 
is no Imftaiflce m an European Country of 
the Healthfulnefs eqiual to that of Rurf&a, 
the Average of Deaths being only as i to 
5&S wheieas hi man}' Parts of our Inland 
Counties, the Average of the laft Ten 
Years has been in the Proportion of 1 to 
58I, and in fome 59. In the County of 
Dorfeflke Burials Hand for the Year 1 8oo, 
as 1 to 66. Hertford agpin* for the lame 
Yc»* 1 only in 65^. H&tford, Lincoln, 
Oxford^ and Weflrnorelanct, as j to 50, 
Nottingham, 1 to p \. The North Riding 
o£¥0r%Jhlte, 1 to 54 ; and the Weft Rid- 
ing, 1 to 48J. The great Difference ob- 

fetvable ixi the fame County between the 

. . ■ » • • ■ . «. 

two Ridings is owing to the numerous 
Traetes and Manufe<ftures of the Weft, and 
the Agricultural Employment of the 
greater Part of the North Riding. 

At 
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At th& CommenceuBwat of thalaft Cen^ 
tury thje Deaths were as, t to 40 tthrojigbf 
out the Kingdom , hut ths Pr<og©i;tw« maw 
ftands as 1 to 50. 



. a 



The very rapid Increafe of late Yea»lws 
been not only fpom a liecreaft of Burials* 
but aa Increqfe of tl&eB^ptifias. 

In the Year 1 700 the Bapiifios appear to have 
been 

Burials. 

- - 138>$79 - - 121,399 

1720 - - 140,986 - - H8%4Q6 

1780 - - 201,310 - - 1771299 
And in i8bo - - 227,093 - - 185,570 

In the laft 10 Years the Number of 

* * * , 

$aptffms have exceeded that of the Burials 
h 577> 8 73- 

The average Proportion of Births to the 
Population for the above Periodsj appears 

to be as* 1 1641. 

» 

The 
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'he relative Difference between the 
Births of the Males and Females, ftand as 

2 7 Males to i-6 Females. 

« 

Having obferved that the greateft In-* 
creafe has taken Place fince the Period of 
1780, and I make no Doubt but thefe 
Fads may be brought forth to fupport 
thofe Advocates for War, who have be- 
fore falfely afferted that its Effects tended 
to increafe rather than decreafe Population. 

;lWe need not inveftigate far into this 
Argument for a Proof to the Contrary, 
and it 4 is fomethihg like the unfeeling Re^ 
marks of fome of our Clergymen, particu-* 
lafly of Che/hire, who maintain that 
• Scarcity does not increafe their Lift of Bu- 
rials* and that they imagine a forced 
Temperance (literally ftarving)^ may he 
conducive to Health. 



«*- ' * 



r> 



The. Effedt . is. ; very obfervajple in t&e 
Regifters following a Year of . Scarcity, 
particularly in the Year 1757, as a Dearth 
of Provifion is well kjnown to bring on a 
Variety of Difeafes among the Poor. The 

EiFea 



% 
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Effedt it has upon the Population : is mpre 
eafy of Demonflration by the . Marriage 
Regifters, for wherever there appears a 
rapid Decreafe in them \ it is a fiire Prog- 
noftic of the Year previous, having been a 
Year of Scarcity. - ' • - 



i •• i » 



The Effed of Warden the "Popula- 
tion, I leave to be fully difcufled by thofe 
who have more Time and Room dedicated 
to that Purpofei only obferving its Effedte 
if equally baneful, which tfe^re is little 
Doubt of, are not*fo imrnatfdiately evident ; 
but from the Duration> l and its prefent 
commencing Symptom^df 'deh&kfing the 
Nation, it will be long before it recovers a 
State of Convalefcency equal to &n unin- 



terrupted Peace, ,. , 



»-*■ < 






The Nation appears to have been in a 
regular proereffive State of Increafe from 
the Year 1780 to 1 798^ t&e latter Ygar^fefc 
ing the Crifis,. whpn t&e Effe&s of the pre- 
fent War began to mew thejtnfelves. and 
for thele two laft Years have .been again 
decreafing. 

The 



t & ) 

IfceBaptSfrnsin 1 79^> were 2 4°>H3 
Burials, *■ ; - - were 167,749 



■«» 



....■: Being an Jncreafe of - , 72,494 

But fince that Period, the EfFeA of the 
War and Scarcity is (till greater in the 
Number of Marriages. 

In England they appear to have been 

Marriages. 
In the Year 1754 *- - - $fi6iu> 

, i 7 ^g ...... 7^11$ 

Aod in t»8oQ.;r.;rr -i%,4*9 only, 






Being a Decreafe off - - 8,6% 

The Number bf Marriages regiftered, 
may be looked upon as very exadl fince 
17C4, when an Aft of Parliament took 
Place, ordering a regular Regifter of fuch ; 
%id molt Religions in Englana, marry 
according to the lights of our Cbuich, 
however, they ma^ ilot baptize or bluy 
thtir Dead. 



But 
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feut finally, on the Subject of In- 
creafed Population, however much we 
may afcribe to the Improvements in the 
Art of Medicine and Domeftic Oeconomy, 
w6 triuft not forget that we are particu- 
larly indebted to the Bleflihgs of DIVINE 
MERCY, for a Sufpenfion of thofe ge- 
neral Vifitations to which this Ifle has 
been fubjecft, more or lefs, till the Conv- 
mencemjent of the 1 8th Century , 4 as po 
Peftilential Difeafe of any Confequence* 
has raged fince the Year 1 665-6, by which 
the Metropolis only loft 68, 500 ; and like- 
wife in the Year 1625, upwards of 54,000, 
from a fimilar Caufe. 



& 
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""" " '" i.i.r.i. , , J , i ..^. 



On the Agriculture and Produce of 

the .Nation. 



- » • . 



. « « » 






XttROUGH th* welMntended Example 
**f our Sovereign, and the fpirited Ehdea-^ 
vours of private Individuals, affifted by 
-the laudable Exertions and Encouragement 
given by the Honourable Board of Agri- 
culture, it muft be allowed much has 
been done towards the Improvement of 
Agriculture and Extenfion of Cultivation, 
yet much more remains to be done. 
Notwithftanding it muft be allowed to be 
in an advancing State, yet its Steps are 
flow ; and however. Paradoxical it may 
appear, it is declining, comparatively 
fpeaking, when put in Competition with 
the hafty Strides of Trade and Commerce. 

It ought to be one of the firft and fun- 
damental Political Rules of the Legifla- 

ture, 



\ 



ttire, to pay that Attention, th&t, Agricul- 
ture and , C.onjmerce fhould go HandJm 
Hand, as they, are of fuch mutual AiEtt- 
ance when cpmbined together. We 
plainly find that Commerce cannot exift 
without Agriculture, but the lattptf i* felfc. 
exifling, without any Affiftance^ feoro the 
former. 

It has long been complained of, and 
ijot without Caufe, that, the Body Politic 
has paid more Attention and given mom 
Support to the Commercial, than to tha 
landed Jntetfeft*. / 

Th© : Reafon is ob*ious-~»T*ade and 
Comjnerce we capable o£ bearing greatejf 
Supplies towards the Exigencies of ihe 
State, and without being fo fufceptibte t& 
the Community aft if they were immedi* 

E 2 ateljr 

* * • 

*" On Sir John Sinclair mentioning his Hopes of Sue* 
cefs on the original Plan of the Formation of the Board of 
.Agriculture,"By His expefted Support from the then Minifter, 
to Mr, Arthur Young, his Reply was, •« Dw&'fcgiye 
'' Mifiifters more Credit than they deferve, in Manufacture* 
** and Commerce you may be fecure ; but they fteVer didj 
f? and never will, do any Thing for the Plough. * 
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atefy levied from Agriculture ; but througa 
the Affinity of each, it will appear ulti- 
mately, : that the Support of a long an4 
expenfive War, ftipported by the falfe 
Credit of Commerce, niuft be paid by 
Agriculture, and when the one is Infol- 
Vent the other wiH become Bankrupt. 

If the late Prefident of the Honourable 

• • • 

Board was alarmed at its firft Formation, 
by the Wealth- brought into the Country 
through Commerce at the NegleA of Agri-i 
cufture*, Vrhat m*ift r be our relative Situa- 
tion of Wealth now, by an Exportation of 
Traffic and Merchandize that gluts the 
Whole of the Markets of Europe, arid bur 
Importation* of Grain, by the ftrained Ex- 
ertibns of Government, and enormous 
Bounties, being to the Amount of two 
Million Quarters of Wheat and Flour, 
from the Harveft of i8oo to that of i8oj f 

yet we find this barely fufficient to anfwer 

the 

" * "'""' ' f ' % ■■ "> ■ Wj* 1 >' W ' ■' ■ ' I J ifii w ill, ji »■ . ^ 



• Vide Sir JopHSi^CLAjn's Speech i» Parliament, ijtfc 
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the National Confumption, teveiri with th* 
AfMance of Starving Oeconqmy. • 






l»* 






When the Surveys of the CuftiVStioii df 
the different Counties were tafcfen by : the 
refpe&ive Gentlemen employed fey tile 
Board of Agriculture,, they werfe nearly 
accurate: : Since that Period, much more, 
Land Has been brought into Cultivation, 
but we.have loft mope than a proportionate 
Quantity by the various Canals and Navi- 
gations throughout England, arid rnariy of 
the Counties, particularly the following : 

Ghejliire, Wafxtoick, ^ 

. Leitffier, atid 

Gloucefter, Hampjliire, 

having latterly converted much of their 
Arable Land into Pafturage, and the Land 
in Tillage in thofe Counties is not more 
than what is fet down againft them in the 
Statiftical Table, 

The Caufe of this great Convertion 
within fo few Years, is not only the great 
Demand for Grazing, more particularly on 
the South Coaft, and the high Price of 
Cattle being kept up by the large Supplies 

neceiTary 
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j#c0flary for Gdrernment, but latterly the 
Seafons have hitherto been lb uncertain 
ahd unfavourable, that the Farmer rather 
•than rui**h6 Rifk of a great: Capital, per- 
haps hi$ All, in Seed Cultivation, choofes 
that Method, though -flow; the moft 
ftee>; without Rifle,, lefs Experice, and the 
. Jttgft, &Uftt>le? W> the Climates ; hence. aH 
&$j Atf etotf*>iv is paid to the tlmptovdotedt 
and .Augmentation o£. his /Grazing *&d 
Baity Farm* but the, fehnefr is '? mote 
{ predpnaifiant . thati the latter. Wheat i? 
w§U kflown not to? be congenial to at teold 
Climate,, and irt Several Countries} many 
Degrees warmer than England^ .ft thrives 
beft. .,•'..• .. . \V .'v. .-.oV-;, 

t . . • The. Difference of the Seafons: of late 
Y$ais has been pariifc til arly felt in Wales \ 
vfaere, in thtf.beft, it i»not vfery favourable 
to Corn, and the whole Diftrift olJFaJes 
never produced above one Half its Con- 
sumption; The Nature of that Country is 
fuch, that it is more adapted for Pafturage 
than Tillage ; but I am forry to find that 
patural Advantage is not; taken df what it 
. would produce, and thereby the Pfincipa* 

lity 
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Hty be enabled to fup£ty its Neighbours 
with Bwtte/ and Cheefe in Return frofii 
thofe Counties in England* which; on the 
fame- Plan 9 could fpare Corn. Iihallonly 



mention one Inftance out of many, of the 
neglected State of that Country : At Kid- 
welly, near Carmarthen, there are now 
two large Comnkms, befides anext^nfive 
Wafte, (called a Mountain) in that Weigh- 
bourhood, that evidently has been Com 
Land, as the Ridges dre yet remaining, 
and k is now only grazed by a few Skeleton 

Sheep and Horfes. 

• . • "... 

It has been contended, that the Im- 
provements and Cultivation of Wafte 
j Lands, of late Years, would be found 
fully adequate to the increafed Population ; 
and it has even been dated, that upwards of 
Two Millions of Acres have been brought 
Stito Guldvati^n fince the Accefiion of his 
prefen* Majefty : But after allowing the 

?gr^t3d 'Quantity poflSWe, if we fum up 
f th^'Lo«fs Cultivation fuflams, through the 
'various Cabals and Navigations, we fliall 
' &id the Balance agairift Agriculture. 



It 
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.. It may be fuggefted that, although we 
have nominally loft fuch a Quantity of 
Land, we (hall find that Space contribute 
its equal Share to the Suftenance of Man, 
by the Produce of its Fijh and the Diminu- 
tion of the Number of Horfes, that would 
be otherwife ufed in Land Carriage and 
Tillage. But fo far from any Benefit being 
derived to the Community with refpecft to 
Filh, that infteadof any Produce from this 
new Formation of Waters, even thofe 
Rivers, that were a few Years ago, the 
moft abundant and well fupplied with 
them, are now totally clear through the 
numerou&Mills and Manufactories ere<fted 
on them ; and thofe Parts of York/hire that 
were once well fupplied with Salmon and 
Trout, can now barely produce a few 
Minnows. 

Many of my Readers, no Doubt, will be 
furprifed at firft, at my Computation of the 
Land loft by Navigations ; but they ;muft 
underftand, that the a&ual Lofs of Land to 
Cultivation, is not merely the Contents of 
the Space occupied by Water, but likewife 
that of the many Towing Paths, Banks, 

and 
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and adjacent Grounds; &c. rendered Urt 
productive from various TrefpalTes and thfe 
Trade of the Canals* 

• < ■ . ; » 

• * - t 

In fhort, each Surveyor, in his Report of 
the different Counties, in mentioning th& 
EfFecft of Inland Navigations toWards the 
Increafe of Trades and MariufatSoriek, 
could ndtllelp, at the fame Time, admit- 
ting the Decteafe Agriculture would , fu£-~ 
tain 1 thereby. ' " % ]' 

Another Reafon why the Syftetn of 
converting Arable into Meadow and Pas- 
ture Land, is to prevalent, is the preterit 
univ^f fal Hobby-Horfe, of the Improve- 
ments in, ahdAdoption of, IRRIGATION. 

How far fuch an artificial Imitation of 
the natural local Conveniencies. of ouf 
Dutch Neighbouis, timll be "beneficial, 
Tinie alone will decidedly fhew ; how* 
ever, we plainly fee at pre&nty by &n In- 
troduction of the Tranfchuti for eqfy and 
cheqfc, Conveyance, it has like wife Contri- 
buted to introduce another Imitation 
from that Country, not altogether fa eqfy 

F * of 
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• » • • j .^ » • * 



Of late Years, the Inclofure of Com- 

*?!&&? «rft{^&F £a ^ P 9^ tion,, and 

but the Fact is, the Inclofure of Commott 
Fields in rnoft of the Counties of England, 

F«nps t ., JThefe. Improvements,., a^ the. 
attendant r «Ex pence*, create, & Rife. o£ 

"£$#*$ ! ^ f W . ^^ - ^£\? W#P& 

and as Pafture requires lefs manual Labour 
than Arable t Land* it anfwers Jhis Piuqpofe 

.Xhjs js 3 dke^-.QofisK upojl Village Pb~ 
gjdatiaru and r th^£ott3ger is not only xta- 
privet of his ifltde^ieffdent Birth-Right* 
but forced,. for-Subfiftence, either to fly 
hjs oa^ve Village and join thje tumultuous 
Throriff , in . Trading and. . Manufacturing 



.- 4 * • l -• -. A.. - ^ 



. * 



t 43 3 

Towns, 6t dfe remain s and ftarvd ujion the 
iparing Bounty (though heavy the Cbn- 
iributtoiis by the 'remaining Patilhibtrers) 
afforded in the Poo^-Houfe. 



v" ' » 



- 1 • "•»■>- • «-% 

* * 
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'When the Advocates for tafge ' Ratals 
jargue upon the greater Quantity'of i*r$vi- 
Vifion, they are enabled foHfetfdto $lafeet 
with a Diminution of the I^boxi* bcftti of 
#Ten and Hbrfes, to f^ed an'indre'afed Po- 
Inflation* dlewhere, "aiad by their having a 
liirg^r Capital employed than -the petty Far- 
ifter, \vhtch fnppdrts them ' front being 
t>bliged to fell theft Commodities m frank- 
ing'* Market, tliey forget that the Effe#: of 
thefe Arguments is nothing' fhoft of 
MONOPOLY ; and thus the fliifted Po- 
jmlation in large Towns is like a befifeged 
Crarrifon, under the Heceffity of re/lgning 
themfelves to the Grafp of Extortion, 
becaufe there is no Competition ii> the 
Markets/ ' Ti . i 



/ 



I fhall extract the following judicious 
Obfervatfons, macfefav a ' Cfer^map; on 
the foregofng Subje^ ?!' *\ 3 ' v ' vn . 



' » » .' • 



Fa "A great 



«» ;i i ^j - • ■ ■ J- . — - |i» •-*». _ . 
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prejudicial to the Agriculture *df Britain ; 
ara$ that Warfare of Qui tarn, which'- the 
beneficed Clergy- have lately experienced, 
^as tm> jpore than a Retaliation for the 
ithittty frivolous Profecutions and Extf&ions 
from the L&lty of Ty thes ; and I am : cbm* 
Srwrced ', from very good Authority, that 
foariy opulent Farmers, m various Pahs of 
the 'Kingdom, convert their Land to 
Grazing atod Pafhire through a Miftmder^ 
Handing with the Rector or Vicar. # :> 

-r * 

The "new Method adopted fince the Ge- 
neral Irrcloftrre Bill, of granting a certain 
Portion of the Land fo inclofed, to the 
Church, \vilf like wife be ; found to be 
&ighry*PtejttdiciaI : in the End, from no 
•general Attention to its Cultivation by its 
Proprietor 'for. the Time being, 

*» . 

The Jftt f of Wight, once fo famous for 
its bounteous Supply of Corn, and with 
' which it pfed to furnilh the neighbouring 
Counties, has been calculated to have 
produced, in a favourable Seafon, ten 
Times the Amount of its own Confump- 
tioTirbut we now find that fertile Spot 

twne<J 
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fainted, into a Military Station,. $&& ^ 
have noW. to contribute towards *he Sup- 
port of that little Ifland, by its ADDrtWSWL 
Confumption through the many Thoufands 
of Emigrant /Troops kept th^e^ -*s itfell 
as: DdECRKASiL of >Produceu : ' r ' " w -•-> : ••■■•■ 

i If from what has been advanced,- ^ap- 
pears* that -much more Lan<J is <ledica!fed 
to. Pafturage than - Titiage * heretofore, it 
may* with Propriety, be affeed, htfft-'it 
comes to pafs, tlha* > we ape ofcfrged to halve 
&4h heavy Iafypo/tatipns of B^fer iand 
Cheefe? < - '-V 

.%■ The Puodtice of riioft ttf • our ©our&ies 
boTdermg pn the Sfca GtiSft, % : %bfotfbed, 
by ;Suppafes of Otattie ( -for X>overflm£ftt, 
and tiie. Growth >of tHay'^^h&fe Inlaw*, 
me drained for the Siipply df 'the^l)^^!!®!!^ 
Trading Towns, or feffe ©cotfpied by '¥m- 
Baenom Si*eep Walks, few the Sake <©£ the 
Wool nrone than the Carcafe ; yet- ; '4toth 
being ran Obj&ft, (more ^than in iS^d&r, 
where the Carcafe is left to rot on the 
Ground) is a .greater Inducement for this 
Method of Farming ;- neither do we .find 

that 
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that Chejhire*, Lancqfltire, or Gloucefter- 
Jhire y > produce one Third the Cheefe a£ 
formerly. 

The prefent Mode of granting Leafes of 
Farms, is nothing but a Combination to 
reftricft the Cultivation of the Land, which 
fhouid, at all Times, be left difcretional 
with the Tenants ; and in thofe Counties 
before mentioned, the Reftritftion of Tillage 
is now become fo general, that in fbme, the 
Tenant would forfeit his Tenure, was he 
even to ufe a Plough to dsftroy the Ant 
Hills. 

All thefe various Circumftances lhevsr 
the great Defalcation in the requifite Pro- 
duce of Corn ; but. the Corifumption 
fufFers a ftill farther Decreafe in its necef- 
fary Convertion to Meal or Flour. The 
general Adoption of the Ufe of fine Flour 
for Houfehold, is particularly evident in 
York/hire and Lancqfhire> and am led to 
believe* on very good Foundation, that 

this 



• Che/hire was formerly as celebrated for its Produce of 
Wheat, as latterly it has been for the Produce of its Cheefe* 




t 4$ 3 

this is but too prevalent throughbiit the 
Kingdom^ It is uhrteceflary to enter into 
arty Calculation upon this Subje<5l; the 
Fad, alorte is fufficient to point out its fe- 
fious Effects* 

But this is hot thfe ority Circumftarice that 
<iiminifhes the Quantity of Meal produced 
from a certain Quantity of Corn ; a iftuch 
greater than the one alluded to, is the now 
regular Syftem of reaping the Har veft be- 
fore it is fufficiently ripe. The Farmer 
has many Inducements to this, which will 
appear a heavy National Concern, although 
the Legiflature has takeh no Cognizance of 
this Mfcl-pra&ice, and the Board of Agri- 
culture pafTeU no Cenfure on it» 

The Farrrief, for Fear of an unfavour- 
able Harveft Seafori, which he has before 
experienced, is eager to take Advantage 
of the earlieft Opportunity of getting in 
his Crops ; and by this Means he is en- 
abled to have his Work done on more &$* 
vantageous Terms. After, this he is in 
h^ifte to get to Mafket, and anticipate his 
Neighbours, before.there is « Reduction in 

G Price j 
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Prfre; befides the Miller lias foitnd, by 
Experience, that Corn, reaped in this 
Mannqr, (that is, half ripe} though it pro-, 
duce lefs Meal in its withered State, the 
Flour will be finer and whiter, and always 
command from 10s. to 20s. per Sack more 
th^n common Flour. Jafhprt, thefe fine 
Sajnple? are the Staff of the Mealmen, 
by fupporting the Prices of the Market: 
Ttw*s our modem Epicures will gratify the 
the Eye, if they cannot fatisfy the Appe* 
tite. 

Inalterable are tfee Inft^nc^s. where 
Cora has; been produced fron\ rethrefhing 
th# Str^w after its Pvurchafe a^Markft* 
from the Adherence of the Gra#* A tlwwgfe 
being reaped too premature. 



Th^fe are Subjects for a Board of Agri- 
culture, without any EHfparageroenffc. to 
their honourable I^t^tLpps and, Exertapns 
for the Gcod and Improvement of Agrir 
cykure, their P,^r(uits .&av& bfi[efi; 8V<lt 
Channel diredlly oppoftjfce : to v th& ; Eftewfc- 
ragement of See$ Cultir^tipn*; p^rtie^teriy 
Wheat, and the ;Xill#ge Farmer h#s b$&£ 

, i dazzled 
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dazzled with Premiums for Planting, And 
Honorary Medals for Anglo-Spanish 
WOOL. 

Fvdtn the Stettiflieal Table of rite Culti- 
vation oi England and Wales, there ap- 
pears about Twelve Millions of Acres \h 
Tillage as Arable Land, and ottly TW.6 
Millions to the Growth df Wheat Cdrtu 

The Avtef age Crop that teight be ex- 
pected from ihis in the moft fa- Qfs # 
vorablfe Seafon, woirid be 6 f 0oo,octo 

According to this Calculation, 
there would be a Deficiency 
between the Produce aftd Con- 
fumption of - - - - - 2,500,000 

which remains to be fupplied .-.;•. - 
by precarious and Qxpenfive 
Means of Importations 



■ ■ 1 ■•> 
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But a. bad Seafon, firoilar to . 
the laft Years, could not be ex- . » ; * ■ ■ r * 

pedled to produce more than jf,ooo,otoo 

The Balance of this Deficiency 

resHcms - . - - - - - 3,500,000 

G 2 On 



i On the fame PJan a Mean may be made 
lo allow for the fpppofed Produce of an 

indifferent Seafon* 

j In order to guard againft a Scarcity the 
.jnofl effectually, is to endeavour to aug* 
jnent the Cultivation of Wheat,- equal to 
;vyhfct appears deficient,- pr Qt leaft equal 
to our Importation, . 

A Conyertion of. our Paflurage into 
Tillage dire#, would-be the Means of 
producing, in Part,, -a Failure of 'the pre-* 
fent Supply of Butter, Cheefe, &c, and 
in the End, be .equally prejudicial to the 
Pem^nds for the national Pro vifion, 

- But-if we look over the Immenfity of 
Waftes and Paftufage, that now produce 
a mere Trifle, wfcFfhall find a Sufficiency 
to be dedicated to Tillage, as Wfell as the 
Improvement pf the Paflurage, as it re-< 
quires but One Million of Acres more for 
the Growthx>fCorfl out of hear Three and 
e#<df, that at prefent lie totally wafte, 

Britain 



1 
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Britain was famous for the State of its 
^Agriculture, in the Time of the Romans, 
from whence both Rome and Italy re* 
reived their wonted Supplies, not only for 
their immenfe Armaments, but in Cafes of 
JMeceflity at Home. The Predilections 
of the Englifh Farmer for the Cuftoms 
and Ufages of Antiquity, are highly de- 
trimental to the Adoption of many Im- 
provements in Agriculture ; particularly to 
the Saving in the Gonfumption of Seed 
Corn by the Drill Hufbandry, inftead of 
the Broadcaft, the many attendant good 
EiFecfte from which, have been amply de* 
bailed and fet forth by the Honourable 
Board, for the Conviction of the obfti- 
nate Hufbandman, as well as convincing 
Proofs from thofe who have made Ufe of 
that Method of fowing ; and it is to be 
fincerely regretted* fuch a valuable Ac- 
qurfition to the faving Syftem of Huf- 
bandry fhould not be generally adopted. 

In reviewing the prefent State of Agri- 
culture in Scotland* it muft be highly 
pleafing to the Briton to fee what Obfta- 

e les have been furmounted in that Coiyv 

try, 
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try, where Soil and Climate bad appa- 
rently put a Bar to Improvement ; at the 
feme Time the Engli/hman muft look with 
Shame and Regret when he cafts his Eyes 
over the Table of our numerous Waftes, 
tendered fo ; chiefly by Negledl, and ob- 
fcrves how far his Induftry is left behind 
by bis Neighbour. ■..'•'■ 



r • 



o: In contemplating this vaft Quantity of. 
tatptodu&ive Ground, capable of being 
brought to the higheft State of Fertilize 
feion* who is there amongft my Country** 
men, that will not be ready to exclairo*-* 
Arouie ye Britons, caft away your Shut* 
ties and your Swords, for the Spade and 
Coulter* from whence ye will derive* more 
national Wealth and individual Plent Y> 
than from the Speculations of Manufao 
tvres* and the Aggrandizements of Cow* 



& 



On 




r « i 
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On the Consumption of the Nation* 



JNO Subjeft admits of a Calculation more 
plain and intelligible than the Confump- 
tion made by a certain Number of Peo- 
ple, and the Quantity of Corn neceilacy 
for their Subfiftence. 

It appears from the Statiftical Tables of 
England and Wales, that the Population 
may be eftimated at the round Number of 

9,500,000 

Etefides thefe, there are dif- 
ferent Prifoaeis of War to the 
An\ountof . - - - - - 8 f ooo 



■ Total Number that depend C 

on. Britain for Subpart -...- 9*508,000; 



If 



C.5« 1 

If each Peffon is allowed 
lib. of Bread per piem, the 
Quantity of Wheat fo confum- Qrs. 
ed in the Year, will be* * 6.648,314 

In Addition to this we muffe 
allow extra Supplies confum- 
ed by the Army and Navyt , 202,777 

r 

" Add to this the Confump- 
tion of Flour in Paftry , Starch, 
&c. &c. which cannot be 
computed at lefs per Annum 
than - - - - . - - - 600,000 

■ 

The 



■**»■ 



* The Allowance of lib. of Bread Corn per Diem, lor 
each Perfon, including Children of every Age, will ' be 
found to be very near the Truth, as it is fuppofed* to allow 
fpr the additional Confumption of Bread )>y the poorer Claft 
of Adults. 

+ Although the Army and Navy are allowed only iHp. of 
Bread per Day, yet this additional Quantity muft be allowed 
for the Wafte of Stores, Damage, an$ Lofs by Sea and Land, 
and cannot be-cated at lefs than lib. per Day per Man, being 
for 290,000, exclufive of Militia ; and I am pofitive this is 

HITCH UNDEJSL-KATED. 
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The Growth of this Quarts 
tity of Corn will require the 
Following for Seed, being at 
thfc Rate of i-8th the Pro- 
duce) or ftippofing thfee Bufli- 
elsofSeed to produce twenty- { ■< 
fburBulhels, which te newly 
an average Crop throughout Qrs. 
the Kingdom - - • * * 1*046**47 

Total rroducq requifite for 
the yearly Consumption - 

. Be£des the ttnrje<$effary Con- 

fopiption of - - - '-.•*-.■ *°3>777 

An<}Nympef of Prifbiv* Men. 

! ere of AVw — - •» 3*ooo. . . . -> 

.There ar^ at tW»TU»§:H*i9PP ...-..■■. 
Emigrant* and Alien* ifi v 

England included ih the 



■ f ' .r 




# . • 



MtatM' 



foptrlation* * - 32,006 ' "jfriiiit 

So that the whole pf the 
Corvfumptioii, to which we are 
indehtedhy the War, is annu- 
ally - - - - ~ - - - 




* Otttof tWs dumber *t Jtik£> #*>?<«» Fimfofc J5W* 
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For notwkhftanding ithe whole of the 
Aliens now refident in England would not 
quit the Country at the Conclusion ofthe 
War, yet by making an Offset for the 
Englifh that- would .then leave the King*- 
dom, it will be founds I. have not over- 
rated the Calculation. ; 

-■ ' '' '\ 4 . f r- 

t \- 3phis enormous Consumption jmty not 
*QnTy*be attributed, to the great IncreafQ of 
(Confumers, but the different Habits of 
lining, arid the almoft general Adoption 
throughout Englatid zndWakf, of the 
IfineflP Flour, in Head of Houfehold ; stticl 
that the lower Clafs, ot labouring Poor, 
confume af greater Proportion* • of Bread 
Corn than they xfthttWIfe Would; : through 
the high Price of all Kinds dfUftimsl Food, 



.t , > ' r V 



x j TJus C^nge^of Bread Com. is ; pa^Uc>^- 
larly obfervable in. . and felt, by the Con- 
fumption of York/hire alone. The Weft 
Riding of that County dn|y ? ' ppht^ihirig 






*T~ 



i*MHwmv< 



--gftttttf cxctofire-of 27500 that-havelatdy 1«& the -Kingdom, 
. Mstjpnal Afferably. I ; 
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565,000 People, and nearly as populous: 
as London and Wefiminfter. .. .. . 

• • — , » 

The Vicar of Wakefield attributes the 

principal Caufe of Scarcity, , in the Diffe- 
rence of the Consumption, more efpecially: 
in that County, and obfervea that the pro- 
digious Number of Tradefmen, IVIechanics,- 
and Hutbandmen, who twenty Years back- 
fubfifted on Oat and Barley Cakes, as their 
favourite Diet, now confume none bxjt 
the bejl Wheaten Flour, 

It would very reafonably be expected, 
fince I attribute the Diminution of Arable 
Land, to the Excef6 of Pafturage and Dairy 
Farms, that the Produce of Meat, Butter 
and Cheefe, would dinjinifh the Confump- 
tion of Bread ; but with thefe Articles the 
War is the fole Caufe of their prefent high 
Price ; for Butcher's Meat, or Animal 
Food , can make but a fmall Share of the 
Subfiftence of the Labourer at prefent ; 
the chief Confumption of which, is by the 
higher Clafles, Mechanics, and the Army 
and Navy; the extraordinary Confump- 
tion and Wafte by the latter, would be 

H 2 more 






mo*e than fuf^cient to fopply thkt Set of 
Chrijiians who are now forced to lurid th# 
Abftinence of MuJJulmen. 

My fuperficiajt Readers may vety poflk 
fely fb*$e, When I fell them, that a great 
Be*iif*ient to the Ptodude of the Hanneft* 
and the Seed Corn, is our Game Laws, 
itfhieh no\V prevent the Countryman from 
carrying a Guh,. eyen for the Beftrux&iox* 
of that common Ntiifatice, th£ Sparrows, 
whofe Increafe within thefe few Yea^ 
hs*s beeli noticed fry m^ny Agricultu- 
rifts. 






> . < . 



* • 



< 



HAVING 
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HAVING hi the foregoing €hf pter 
hibited the adiual Population, and as* new 
a Calculation of the Cultivation » of Eng*+ 
hmd and PFa/es> as cotitd pofljbly be <tolr 
lecfted from the vohimitiQtis Reports a&4 
Papers of the Board of Agriculture, 9$ v?elk 
as private Information to the prefent Per- 
nod, and eftimated the given Produce and 
Confumption therefrom, allowing every 
local Circumftance that might affecft ei- 
ther, I fhall now proceed to point out va- 
rious national Resources and Observations 
which all ferve, more or lefs, to illuftrate 
the prefent popular iTopib of Scarcity ; and 
J take the Liberty of reminding the Reader, 
that one of the principal Chapters of the 
General Report of the Honourable Board 
is " On Hints of Improvement from Fo- 
* c reign Countries ; ' * and although we have 
been mod timely refGued from an im- 
pending Famine, by the Beneficence of 
the ALMIGHTY, in granting us a fa- 
vourable and bounteous Harveft, yet we 
pugtyt not, thereupon tp jelax in our En- 
deavours 
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deavours to guard againft a future Returrt 
of the like Calamities; and fhould any 
thing I have advanced in the annfexed Ap- 
FimH^, proVje in the fmalleft Degree ufe- 
ful try 'the Community, or fatisfactoiy to 
the Reader*: I fhall feel myfelf amply re-- 
paid by tHat Self-fatisfa&ion which cha-^ 
itt^erifes the real -Philanthropift of his na- 
tive Country, .-••■>. 
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XN the : 'following Tables:, the Totals mi- 

* * 

<ler the? reipe^ive Columns vrtll be found 
not to correfpond exadH y vWth the Totals 
iirthe different Calculations, as the Frao 
tioiis have be&i allowed or takeri: iri Or- 
der to x renaer them the "tfi'ore cbflcife ; biA 
as the Cforitents 'of ^ach 1 County Will 'be <?f 
more Conference; ' the Numbers have 
been attended to Vfrith' the irtmoft Exa<3> 
iiefs- ; • "'' : * ■ ,( ' ; •'"■ " ■ «'" 



*•-/*. • «.* • 



• • Tti^ftftftracT: of Government has divid- 
ed the Total of Perfons into three different 
Claflesj---?itfL Perfonr chiefly employed in 
jfetitrittttire: id. tho/e chiefly employed in 
'TradeSl { Wamfa£tures{ox Handicraft: 3d. 
hll other Perfons not comprized- ifr the two 
\rig Clqffes: '-" 




x» _ 
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As 






As the firfl is the moft correct, I have 
taken that only, and difpenfed with the 
fecond, as various Trades, Occupations and 
Labourers, as well a§ Mechanics, are often 
blendett in it; hoxvfcver I have marked 
each County, as inclining the greateit Pro- 
portion either to Trade, Agriculture, or 
Neither, by the Initials of each ; and the 
laft Colwpn of Government is entirely fq- 
perfluaiw, «s it only balances the two pre- 
oocjUng with tUe Total c 

* 
The sdditipnaj ObfervatipjO* or Remark? 
which wre defined to be made on the face 
of the Returns either from the Clergymeti 
9f fmftk Officer?* are very few of any 
QqfcfeqwrKse ; and. iexve to give, no IlluG* 
tration on the prefent Subject: what few 
have been worthy of Remark, are record-* 
ed ict the Cwnty Qbfomt»on*aMh$ End. 

1 

Afld I muft nQt§ that in the Suippntaiy 
of the A*my and Navy it is, the Official Ac- 
count gjiysr* ip, being only for tljtof? in the 
Kingdvm oj ft$twhed thereto, as it, if^ be 
plainly feen it is not the War Efiafrlifirnent* 



In, 




Inthfe TAbJ^>of kjie Cukivatiort , Whefe 
th&lotal Quantity, of Acres does not coi- 

rH(L wh1)['tKd,^lfoplfe ti^n Columns, 
tft^.J^cien^y,AS^cupved m JTowrts, Vil- 
lages, Rb^dsr'RivSf?; - ^." 









TT $f will! lifgtttfe tefeerr ihat the wfM 
^h^ent^o^^fcihg^d'toyjaite mote ih£& 
k&Wjrefa&jty-likek calcuiateft; tliatf "is afc-? 
coxtnted )Tor, by the purveys of each County 
having liieeri teken jfingTy ; biA it does not 
afteft th$ Quantity ,or cultivated Land, 6)f 
what lies' wafte. 
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The (JuJffltity-of Land, in Tillage, fed* 
rr*g.*alcula«ea' : at Twelve Millions, wheti 
the' Summary of Cultivation reckons it 
(only i i fofii&i Acres, is to* be dcttraniP 
ed for toy the additional Quantity df 
Larid brought irito temporary Tillage this 
Y&Jr, paktfctftaYly with Potatoes, through 
the High Price of the Markets ; but will 
rttoftly tie ftftfned to othe* Courfes of Huf* 
twiri&y, wh£h' l!he Prices of the Market* 
ftaVjeagairi founti theii.LeveK 



Statiflical 



StatiftitalTabletfiheeultwaiim 



Counties. 


Number of A 


cr« iu Cul- 


Land 
uncultivated, 




at.w,.:' 


fiflamg*. tec. 


including 
Woodlands 


Bedford, - - 


40,000 


167,200 


100,000 


Bcrkfhire, 
Buckingham, 


240,000 
351,600 


iqo.ooo. 

j 170,800 


|| j 98,077 


Cambridge, - 


147,000 


145,300 


151, 00Q 


Chefhire,- - 


900,000 


415,000 


61,000 


Cornwall, 


252,000 


250,000 


256,484 


Cumberland , 


200,000 


270,000 


462,000 


Derby, - - 


100,000 


381,148 


230,000 


Devon, - - 


450,000 


750,000 


300,000 


Dorfrt, - - 


250,000 


430,000 


85,000 


Durham, - - 


300,000 


180,000 


130,000 


Effes, - - 


380,000 


820,000 


30,00(3 


Gloucester, - 
Hereford, 


300,000 
507,626 


650,000 
253,814 


15,000 
30,000 


Hertford, j- 


334,875 


111,325 


4,500 


Huntingdon, 


100,000 


60,000 


50,000 


Kent,- - - 


400,000 


200,000 


15,000 


Lancafter, 


300,000 


420,000 


400,000 


Leicefter, 


65,000 


450,000 


40,000 


Lincoln, - - 
MIddlefex, - 


400,000 
45,000 


1,100,000 

100,000 


200,000 
18,000 



of mih'Vmmtf of England. 



UncultiTS 


ed Waftes. 


Contents 
of each 
Count.. 


Agriculture, 
Trade, or 


ril for 
Cultivation. 


Unfif for 


Neither. 


20,000 


58,000 


307,200 


N. 


40,000 





438,977 


A. 


6,000 
80,000 
30,000 




518,400 
443,300 
676,000 


N. 




A. 


30,000 


T. 


100,000 


156,480 


758,484 


N. 


190,000 


343,000 


970,240 


N. 


100,000 


50,000 


720,640 


T, 


250,000 
£0,000 
100,000 




1,600,000 
775,000 


A. 




A. 




610,000 


T. 






, 20,000 
1Q,000 




1,240,000 


A. 

N. 




800,000 




, 2,0,000 




781,440 


A. 










451,000 


N. 


4,500 






10,000 


20,000 


240,000 


A, 


9,000 


r- 


836,000 


N. 


50,000 
20,000 




1,129,600 
560,000 


T„ 





T. 


100,000 


50,000 


1,848,320 


A. 


■ 15,000 


__ 


179,200 


T. 



[ 



1 



Stati/lkal TaH? oft <M VUtivation 





Number of f 


cres in CliI- 


Land 


Counties. 


(1T0 


on. 


uncuIiivaMd, 




Arable. 


Pafturage, Sic 


Woodlands. 


Monmouth, 


100,000 


316,500 


§0,000 


Norfolk, /- 


7SQ;pOO 


263,384 


01,500 


Northampton 


370,000 


930,000 


86,000 


Northumbarl, 


150,000 


650,000 


46T.000 


Nottingham, 


200,000. 


100,000 


150,000 


Oxford, - - 


150,000 


930,000 


50,000 


Rutland, - - 


' 30,000 


'GO.OOO' 


! 1,500* 


Salop, - -■ - 


SOQ.000 


500,000 


30,000 


Somerfet, 


330,000 


534,500 


110,000 


Southampton, 


300,000 


600,000 


610,000 


Ifle of Wight, 


75,000 


eo.ooo 


3,000 


Stafford, - - 


500,000 ' 


100,000 


140,000 


Suffolk, 


250,000 


500,000 


'80,000 


Surry, - - 


80,000 


-800,000 


95,000 


Suffer, --■ - 


680,000 


**5,ooe- 


975,000 


Warwick,- 


100,009 


308,000 


190,000 


Weftmoreiand 


30,000 


180,000 


360 t OOO 


Worcefter, ' - 


S5O,O00 I 


1*0,000 


130,000 


Wilta. -"'- 


150,000 


210,000 


500,000 


j-N.-aidg. 


' 973,400 ■ 


596,787 


449,000 


TorkJ Eaft 


150,000 


-850,000 


2,000 


Lweft 


350,000 


700,000 


405,979 






«= 



Uncultivated Wattes 

VI" 



* Fitter- 
Cultivation. 



rAB4**> 



,:.„ .900 
70,000 



Unfit for" " 
Cultivation. 



= 



croftt##t$ 

of each 
Co ■ixty." 



Agriculture, 



000 



cnrrrrr 



«*o;doo ; j 

cii.f , r • • i ' | 



€0,000 
150,000 
828,435 

2,000 a 
855,0pQ 



v«v 



B &W,W . 



40,000 



213,565 



140,372 



i^7,^>o 

f4WP° 
«W9<9po 

«W><flpo J 

800,000 



A. 






.'.^ 






r 47 



I 




£1&»#J | 



540,000 
878,000 

1,31 1\ 187 
819,200 

1,568,000 



H. 

- A «, -'.-A. 

*■* » * 

a rfti;./.;n£3 

• ■ NT 1 

- .TV r 

|- - 4-' i »nn 

r-nr- — -■* 

A. 

A. 

A. 

A. 
T. 
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StatfJHcalTOUc efiheCulfhation 





Number of A 


cres in Cut- 


Lanit 

uncultivated. 




Arabic. 


Paflurage, Ste. 


Woodlands. 


Brecknock, - 


50,000 


182.000 


288,000 


Cardigan, 


'90.000 


135,000 


225,000 


Carmarthen, 


114,000 


298,000 


170,000 


Glamorgan, - 


40,000 


262,400 


120,000 


Pembroke, - 


140,000 


160,000 


22,000 


Radnor, - - 


83,000 


330,000 


230,000 


Anglefey, 


10,000 


18.5,000 


5,000 


Carnarvon, - 


40,000 


117,000 


140,000 


Denbigh', 


150,000 


350,000 


■ — 


Flint, - - - 


90,000 


llOvOOO 


25,000 


Merioneth, - 


5o;ooo 


350,000 


100,000 


Montgomery, 


flb;ooo 


180,000 


250,000 


Wale*, - 


849,000 


9,509,400 


1,595,000 


England, 


10,504,501 


14,287,058 


6,451,333 


Total, - 


tt,350;501 


16,796,458 


8;046,2S3 
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cfcikh xCpimty & We.lt;. 



V^M 


d W»li«. 


Contents 

County. 


Tr»ne,«* 

Nelihcf. 




fie for 

Cul ligation. 


Unlit lur 
Cultivation. 




109,400 


185,600 _ 


512,000 


A. 




200,000 


■ 


450,000 


A. 




i JB0.000 


90,000 


b 12,000 


.. A. 




■ 100,000 


90,090 


422,400. 


J A- .,. 


s 


14JXX) 


s.ooa 


335,600 


A. 




100,000 


. 


326,400 


A. 




4,000 


1,000 


200,000 


A. 




50,000 


90,000 


307,000 


A. 







— - 


410,000 


A. 




20,000 





160,000 


A. 




40,000 


60,000 


500,000 


A. 










500,000 


*■ 




710,400 


454,600 ■ 


4,635,400 




2,804,835 


1,694,321 


32,630,455 






3,515,935 


5,1 48,921 


37,265,855 
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Numbcr-rfAcjtesdfiiTfflag^ -oscyfc- -j U»SJ»,501 

it " • 

* , UrfcULTIVATEBll 

Fit for fflage 1 or Paft'uragejj - r '-°i- - i 3*,5i5,235 

Unfit fot eithe*, except Plariting; '^ - J - 4 '2^1 4*8,921 

Remainder occupied by ToWns, Villages, 
•Roads, 'Riveirs, &c. - - ^ - - - - - j §, J 45i,740 

. ( Total, 37,265,855 



The Number of Acres,! if divided td eadE 
Perform tomi'd b^Aliariy - - - - - ^ '- * 

But the Number of Cultivated oi 1 Pre- . 
— «U*&ive-Aer«v are pvi^ * * r-i .» . ol . 3 



S*he 



•a 
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The Quantity of Land in Tillage may^gain be appro- 
priated as follows : 

One Third nearly may be reckoned annu- Acres, 
ally to remain either as Fallow, or in a 
Courfe of Turnips, &c; 3,400,000 

The Quantity occupied by Barley and Oats, 

will be--- - 4,000,000 

And Pea3, Beans, Buck Wheat, Vetches, 

&c. will occupy -^.- 2,000,000 

When the Remainder left for the Produce 
of Wheat, is 3,000,000 



\ « 
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Staiijlkal Table of the Population 



Counties. 


Number of Houfes. 


Number of 
Inhabitants 




Inhabited 


Uninhabited. 


therein. 


Bedford, - - 


11,888 


185 


13,980 


Berkfliire, • . 


80,573 


622 


23,416 


Buckingham, 


20,443 


• 543 


23,384 


Cambridge, - 


.15,639 


312 


18,962 


Chefhiie, - - 


34,482 


1.139. 


. 37,613 


Cornwall, 


32,906 


1,472 


39,040 


Cumberland, 


21,573 


872. 


'25.893 


Derby, - - 


SI, 822 


1,369 


33,660 


Devon, - - 


57,955 


3.2S5 


72,559 


Dorfet, - - 


21,437 


825 


24,143 


Durham, - - 


27,195 


1,171 


38,109 


Effex, - - 


38,371 


1,027 


46,784 


GlouceAer, - 


46,457 


1,715 


55,133 


Hereford, 


16,832 


935 


18,630 


Hertford, - 


17,681 


491 


20,092 


Huntingdon, 


6,936 


136 


8,285 


Kent, - - - 


51,435 


1,413 


65,798 


Lancafter, 


114,270 


3,394 


132,147 


Leicester, 


25,992 


742 


27,967 


Xingqla, - - 


41,395 


1,094 


42,629 


Middlefex, - 


112,919 


5,171 


199,854 
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of each County of England. 



Number of Inhabitants. 


Number 

employed 

in 

Agriculture. 


Total 
of 


Males. 


Females. 


Popu ation. 

1 


30,623 


32,870 


18,776 

* * 


63,393 


52,821 


56,394 


38,155 


109,215 


£2,094 


55,350 


25,063 


107,444 


44,081 


45,265 


28,064 


89.S46* 


92,795 


99,042 


38,823 


191,837 


89,868 


98,401 


42,687 


188,209 . 


54,377 


62,853 


21,062 


117,230 


79,401 


81,746 


31,743 


161,147 


157,240 


185,761 


t 96 9 908 


343,001 


. 53,667 


61,652 


28,204 


U5, 3 19 


74*770 


85,591 


18,217 


160,361 


111,366 


1X5,081 


65,174 


226,437 


117,180 


133,629 


49,420 


250,809 


43,405 


44,693 


30,397 


88,099 


48,063 


49,014 


20,611 


97,577 


18,816 


19,356 


9,892 


38,179 


150,042 


155,830 


: 53*659 


306,77g 


322,356 


350,^75 


52,081 : 


672,731 


63,943 


. 66^138 


23,823 : i 


130.08J 


102,445 


106,112 


60iW4 \ 

* 1 


. 208,567 


373-,6S5 

• 

i 


444,474 j 

1 

1 


, - • , r" 
* ■ • * 

• 


840,1*9 


• 

■ f ' • ■ « 

tl 


- -1 

* . i 


I 

■r. ■ ■: | 
1 


1 , » 



4 

\ 
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Statijlical Table of the Population 



Counties. 


Number o 


f Houfes. 


Number of 




Inhabited. 


Uninhabited. 


therein. 


Monmouth, 


8,948 


417 


9,903 


Norfolk, - 


47,617 


1,523 


57,930 


Northampton 


26,665 


736 


39,361 


North umber I. 


96,518 


1,534 


35,503 


Nottingham, 


26,456 


542 


30,098 


Oxford, - - 


20,599 


594 


93,750 


Rutland, - - 


3,974 


87 


3,563 


Salop, - . - 


31,182 


999 


34,501 


Somerfet, 


48,040 


2,136 


57,013 


Southampton, 


42,876 


1,540 


49,640 


Me of Wight, 


3,590 


90 


4,288 


Stafford, - - 


45,521 


2,003 


48,549 


Suffolk, - - 


32,953 


552 


43,541 


Surry, - - 


46,072 


1,580 


63,673 


Suffex, - - 


34,120 


1,975 


38,109 


Warwick, 


41, -308 


2,947 


44,411 


Weftmoreland 


7,»97 


315 


9,096 


Worcefter, - 


27,969 


1,250 


31,746 


Wilts. - - 


31,496 


1,006 


36,111 


rN. Ridg. 


31,613 


1,014 


34,542 


York \ Eift 


2D.&97 


970 


32,783 


I Weft 


111,345 


4,735 


117,583 


Total 


1,493,442 


55,638 


1,803,723 
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of each County of England. 



Number of Inhabitants. 


Number 
employed 

in 
Agriculture. 


1 ■ 3 

Total 
of 


Males. 


Females. 


Population. 


22,173 


23,409 


12,871 


45,582 


129,S42 


143,529 


61,791 


273,371 


03,417 


68,340 


29,309 


131,757 


73,357 


83,744 


23,190 


157,101 


j68,850 


71,500 


25,564 


140,350 


53,786 


55,834 


33,109 


109,620 


7,978 


8,378 


3,995 


16,356 


82,563 


85,076 


45,04ff 


167,639 


126,927 


146,823 


61,434 


237,750 


113,340 


117,124 


60,480 


230,464 


10,824 


11,270 


3,084 


22,094 


119,445 


121,371 


44,079 


240.816 


101,091 


109,340 


55,744 


210,431 


127,138 


141,905 


4,746 


269,043 


91,340 


90,082 


40,126 


190,422 


100,792 


109,217 


35,252 


210,009 


20,175 


21,442 


12,141 


41,617 


70,746 


74,815 


38,949 


145,561 


90,382 


89,088 


49,785 


169,470 


74,954 


£0,662 


44,150 


155,616 


72,174 


76,644 


43,918 


148,818 


276,24<? 


288 f 2}0 


55,798 


564,456 


4,021,339 


4,376,930 


1,548,558 


8,398,269 



I 
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Statijlical Table of the Population 



Counties. 



Brecknock, - 
Cardigan, 
Carmarthen, 
Glamorgan, - 
Pembroke, - 
Radnor, - - 
Angkfey, 
Carnarvon, - 
Denbigh, - 
Flint, - - - 
Merioneth, - 
Montgomery, 



n^m* 



Wales, - 
England, 



» ii 



Total, - 



» |M V II 



Number' of Houfii?. 



Inhabited. 



6,315 

8,819 

1S,449 

10,964 

11,869 
3,675 
6,679 
8,348 

12,621 
7;585 
6.J87 
8,725 



104^836 
1,493,442 



1,598,273 






9 l »• • tr 

I »' I I 



Uninhabited. 



/ 



479 
221 

371 
350 
398 
212 
127 
129 
427 
194 
193 
223 



3,324 
55,638 



58,962 



■ f fr » >■ j ; 



Number of 

Inhabitants 

contained 

therein. 



6,800 

9,435 

*4,876 

11,977 

12,448 

3,812 

7,058 

8,796 

13,765 

8,316 
6,576 
9,750 



*■'■ i *• 



H3.50D 
1,803,723 



'«!■»» 



1,917,232 



■■ u n ^sga 
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[ 79 3 
of each "County of Wales. 



Number of Inhabitants. 


Number 
employed 

Agriculture. 


Total 


Males- 


Females. 


Population. 


15,393 


16,240 


14,346 


31,633 


20,408 


22,548 


16,511 


42,950 


31,439 


33,878 


32,862 


67,317 


fi5,455 


29,420 


18,570 


54,87fc 


25,406 


30,874 


20,088 


56,280 


fl.347 


0,703 


8,620 


19,050 


16,775 


18,031 


9,766 


33,808 


19,586 


21,935 


12,808 


41,581 


29,247 


31,105 


21,104 


60.3&2 


19,577 


20,045 


10,332 


39,023 


13,896 


15,610 


10,308 


29,506 


22,914 


25,064 


13,802 


47,978 


248,443 


276,453 


189,117 


524,896 


4,031,339 


4,376,930 


1,548,558 


8,398,269 


4,269,782 


4,653,333 


1,737,675 


8,923,165 
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Summary of the Population of England 

and Wales. 

England.— Males, - 4,021,339 
Females, 4,376,930 

8,398,969 

#V«.— Males, - 248,443 
Females, 276,453 

1 524,896 



8,923,165 
Total of His Majefty's Army, including 

Regulars, Fencibles, and Militia, - - 186,773 

His Majefty's Navy and Marines, " - - - 126,279 

Royal Artillery, - -.._-- - - 11,618 

Regiftered Seamen in Merchants Veffels, - 143,661 
Watermen belonging to Cuitom and Excife 

Cruizers, ------- -- 89T 

On Board the Hulks at fFoohvich and Port/' 

mouthy -------- - - 1,400 

9,393,793 



The above Account of His Majefty's Army and 
Navy, only include thofe actually ferving in the King- 
dom, or attached thereto, and in the Channel Fleejt, 
as immediately affefting the Confumption. Therefore 
we may make a further Allowance to the Population 
for the additional War Eftablifhment, or Foreign Tem- 
porary Stations, Expeditions, &c. of 100,Q00 Men; 
and fuppofing the Returns of 6,201, being loft, mis- 
laid, or never returned, as Cafualties belonging to each 
County, we ftiall find the exa& Amount 9,500,000, as 
before ftated. 

Statifiical 



% 
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Staiiftical Account of the Summary* . 

The Total Number of Population appear 

to be --------*- 9,500,000 

Number of Inhabitants in the Capital, - ? 15,002 

Number of Parifhes, Churches, and 

Chapels in England, - - - 10,500 
in WaUs % ... - 1,100 

Number employed iti Agriculture, - - 

Number as Tradefmen ( Wales % 55,887 
and Mechanics, - -{Eng. 1,840,598 

dumber of Families, ; - - - - - " 

Number of Perfons to each Family, - - 



11,600 
1,737,675 

1,896,485 • 
1,917,232 



Number of Houfes Inhabited, * - - - 1,598,278 



Number of Perfons to each Inhabited Houfe, 

Number of Ditto Uninhabited, - - .. 

So that there appears Buildings fufficient to 
contain Perfons, - - - - - -» 

But by making an Allowance of 45,000 
Houfes, that we may fuppofe will be 
occupied by 250,000 Perfons, when 
the Army and Navy are reduced to a 
Peace. Eftabiifhment, thef Number of 
Uninhabited Houfes will, then remain 

The Number of Marriages appear, to be 
ann\iaUy, - * * • ' • * ~ 1 in 



5| 
58,962 

430,187 



13,9$! 



1H 



MifceU 




.y.. 
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Miscellaneous County Obfervations \ 



ENGLAND. 

CSflftiwfc— 'The Proportion of Families appear lefs in 
this County than general, owing to a 
Number of Returns being fent Blink in the 
Column for that Ptirpofe^ tvhert it has been 
fupplied by taking the Number of Inha- 
bited Houfes, ti that the Nuriiber ftanJs 
Ihort of the Truth about 3,00fc ' 

Cmb&lmd.—lrL 1749, the Parifl* of LangHwto had 
1,541 Inhabitants-, but irt 1801, drAy '1395/ 
Etecreaft 90fc; but again, the Parrfltes of 
•• Buckabank, CUtodfoodk; Delfton, Hawkef- 
daU % and Raighton, numbered in t795, 
contained >,8 17 People, and* iit WO*, 2,004 ; 
bu4» from this Cdtmty, ,as w*H< a» JFeftmore- 
landy there has been great Migration ta 
* * the neighbouring Trading Counties of 

Lancajier and Yorljhire. 

* ■ 

Derby.— According to Mr. Blore's Account in 1792, 
it contained 13,313 Inhabited Houfes, and 
155,258 Inhabitants. 

' * •- * Devon. 
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Dev<m.-~ t^MfLteMAN 1 * Survey reckoned this Ctounty 
d7 ,000 Houfed and 540,000 Inhabitants. 

Dorfet.->- In 1703, ClariDgb eftimated the Popula- 
tion at 89,000. 

Gloucefier.^Tlie Parilhes of St. Philip and St. Jacob, 
within and without, in the City of Briftol, 
were numbered in 17.80, fince which Time 
the Increafe has been above 1,000, prefent 
Number 10,761. It is worthy of Obferva- 
tion, that in this pity it is cuftomary to 
bury in Private Grounds, for (Economy, 
without even Bell or Service, which 
Grounds are kept by Carpenters for the 

Undertaking Job. 

. , • * • -i • 

Hertford.*— It is obferved, that the Annihilation of 
finall Farms, and the Deereafe of Trade 
this War, would hive iiiipoteriihed this 
1 Cotinty much more, had it not been for 
the AflHfamcfc of the vtotif Straw Manu~ 
faiartrtes Itt this County. 

Kent.** It is funajktf bl*, that ift Ihe diffefdttt Hundreds, 
the M&hs fe*<jeed-<he Females, and the Ba- 
\mct in Fkrd* of tfr& latter rsf dccafioned by 
th» prilM^pftl Towit&dntf; wllere a great 
Proportion of the Miles aire included in the 
Regiftered Seatnefi. Mi 4 . Bots calculated 
the Population irt l$$(jr, at «j#,000, 

Middltfsx. 



»i ■- » 
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*Wwrv9ich~Birmin£kam, in this County, contains 

73,070 Perfous, and Coventry 16,024, but 
. tbe Population of the laft has decreafed 
aboto 3,000 within thefe laft 10 Years, 
owing to the Introdu&ion of Machinery to 
: the Decreafe of Manual Labour, as well as 
tbe great JDecHoe of its Kibbon Manufac* 
tory this War. 

*■ • . 'In the ParMh of Tamworth, contents 

14,000 Acres, the Quantity of Arable Land 

ha* deqre?fed 2,000 Acres flnce the Inclo- 

fures of WHntcott and Wigginton Com* 

; mon Fields, of which jnearly 1,000 wer$ 

fown^rroally with Wheat* : 

» 

• ■ 

, WeJinMreland^—JfondplfVo, 1794,cpn£ained 8,089 In* 

habtfjtauts v being 514 vn#t$ tlfan in 1784; 
hutia 18Q1, ife find the Population only 

' . 6,803 PeW*,-; t 



..•■■ ' ■■ - ■-■*.* 



fPbrceJter.— •Thq'.gnsat Difpropprtion of Land between 
the Unpultivated Table, and thofeas fit or 
unfit for, Cultivation, muft allow for Hen 
Grounds.,. as not immediately belfnging to 
Pafturagfe or Tillage. 






York/hire. — The Increafe of the Population of this 
•■"■ t: %; County, parti cdtarf> the tifejl Riding, is 
•" &F beyoiitt «the Proportion of any of the 

cfthef Cifuittiiek; "and is to fee ascribed to the 
great Increafe of its Trades and Manufac- 
tures, as well as the Salubrity of the Air f 

Sheffield 
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Sheffield contains 31,31* Inhabhtafc* 
and Leeds b& 9 102* Tbeie Towns appear to 
derive their Inc&eafe of Population and 
Trade from the War* ^ 

The North Riding is cold and bleak, con- 
fequently n»4 frnmnki* to Corn, but is the 
mo ft healthy of the three Ridings* The 
Hmdred of La+gborough only* appears to 
b^ye acquired sin laereafe of 6*441, within 
the laft Century ♦ 



WA L E $, 

AngTeJey .— ?PhTs County fuffered much in tn6 year 
1780, by the Small Pox, for Inoculation is 
not yet prevalent in Wales. 

Glamorgan. — This is by far the moil Trading and Ma- 
nufacturing County in Wales, at prefent, 
with the Increafe of which, the Scarcity of 
Corn is annually greater. One of their 
Redors obferves, that the Poor are more 
dependent on the Parifties than ever, and 
that they cannot be lajked out of their In- 
dolence without they have the Lure of Self- 
Intereft held out to them i and concludes/ 
by candidly acknowledging, (I cannot fay 
to the. Credit of the Cloth) " that Self. 
" Infcereft is the frimum mobile of all our . 
" Anions." 

Montgomery. 



% 
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Montgomery.— -The Land uncultivated ih this County 
being 250,000 Acres, is barren and moun- 
tainous, but might be improved, efpeci&Uy 
by Planting. :\ 



On Calculation ,it appears that -England may- 
be reckoned to change its Inhabitants once in 
every 45 Years ; but the Metropolis^ as well as 
many of our chief Trading Towns, change as 
often as every 30 Years. By allowing the Mean 
of 40 Years, we (hall find, that fince the Birth of 
Christ* this Kingdom has had 45 Generations. 



V. M 



V 
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APPENDIX; 



FROM the Summary of the Produce of 
the Nation, calculated according to the 
Cultivation fet down againft the refpec- 
tive Counties, we find it is not adequate 
to the Confumptfon, and will not fup- 
port us from one Harveft : to ' ahpthelr^ 
without the Affiftance of large Importa^ 
tions. This has been afcertained more 
forcibly than by Theory alone. 



If we take a Retrofpecfl: of the mod for-? 
did Nations in Traffic, we fhall find none 
more fb than the Chinefe; yet,i there > the 
Policy of the Emperor, as well as the Gp^ 
Vernment, is fet forth, by theij* Encou- 
ragement of, and Examples in Agricul* 
tuj^e. In Pchii% we fine} they have thety 
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Sien-Nbng-Tan, Or Eminence of Venera- 
ble Agriculture, where the Enqperor af- 
fenifcles every Spring,, with the whok 
of his Court and State Officers ; and after 
Prayers and Supplications for a plentiful 
Harveft, he and his Retinue, conduct the 
Plough by Turns amidft the Hymns of the 

furrounding Peafants. This exemplary 

Feftival is like wife held' in all Parts of the 
Empire at the fame Time. 

• , . « . 

Another political Syftem of the Cbineffe 
Government, is equsJly worthy of QbfeiV 
vation, if not of Example. Notwithftand- 
ijlg their Sufficiency of Coin, and the 
Wealth of their Bullion, deriyed from 
their Traffic with other Nations, mofl: of 
their labouring Wages is paid in Grain, 
and Part of their annual Taxes (at leaft 
thofe from Agriculture) are collected in 
the fame Manner. 

The firft fupplies the Poor with the 
chief Neceflaxies of Life, without being 
fubje& to Monopoly or Extortion; the 
other ferves as a Magazine to be dealt 
out to the Public in Time of Scarcity. 

I fee 
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I fee nothing derogatory to our political 
Syftetn, if fomething iimilar fhould b* 
adopted with Refped: to the Wages of our 
labouring Poor. 

Suppofe for In fiance, a certain Moiety 
of the Wages arifing from all Kinds of Hus- 
bandry and Agriculture were paid in tliis 
Manner, in fuch Proportioiis, and accord- 
ing to fuch Regulations, as fet forth by the 
Board of Agriculture, and enforced or 
fandlioned by the Legiflature. 

That Part of the Community that fuffer 
moll by the Dearth of Corn are the Hus- 
bandry, who work for the loweft Wages of 
any Clafs; and have little, if any Employ- 
ment in many of the Winter Months, parti- 
cularly in that Part of the Year when Bread 
is at the dearefl. Thefe chiefly depend on 
their fcanty Savings from the Harveft Em- 
ployment for the Maintenance of a Wife 
and Family, the Remainder of the Year ; 
and this throws them under the Neceflity 
of running in Debt with the Village Baker* 
if they find one not . too reJehdefe to truft. 

Mz The 
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ft*he Evils and Extortion to which they ate 
liable through this, I need not point out. 

The Benefits to be derived from adopt* 
ing fome Plan fimilar to the one mention- 
ed, are the following 2 

I« TJheihduftrious Poor v^ould be,enabled 

from th$ir Summer's Work, to^lafy 

. by a Stock of Grain fuffident for their 

. . Wiritey'sCoAfumption; and, by being 
paid in Kipd* , when Bread Corn was 
at the cheapeft, they would not feel 
theEffe&sin the Winter, when the 
*■ Markets were" tip, equal tothofe who 
had to purchafe it by Retail for Spfe- 
.ciei and thofe lb affe&ed, would be 
chiefly Mechanics, whofe Wages or 
Articles of Trade almoft always rife 
. in a Ratio with the Price of Corn, 

II. By having their own Corn ground 
occafionally, it is not probable they 
would have the fineft Flour made, 
confequently the Produce of Bread 
would be greater than from a like 

Quantity 
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Quantity of Com by the Baker* for 
whilft thetfe is fine Bread in the Shops, 
no Matter the Difference of Price, 
the lower Clafs, as long as they have 
any Means left, will eat as voluptu- 
oufly as their Betters. 

III. A ftill greater Advantage accruing 
hence, would be this Plan of Pajy- 
ttient, holding fuch a ftrong Induce- 
ment to every petty Farmer to grovy 
his own Corn, that he might in Cure 
his own Supply on the beft and moll 
advantageous Terras.' 

IV. But another general Benefit that 
would be derived from the Adoption 
of this Mode of Payment in Kind, 
would be its depreciating the Value 
of Paper Currency, and caufing a 
greater Plenty of Specie, for as much 
as the Quantity of Grain paid in Lieu 
pf Wages, would be equal to a cer- 
tain Sum that would be otherwife 
paid, that Sum would be in Addi- 
tion to the circulating Specie ; for In- 
(lance : f 

The 



« 
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The Number that appears 
Employed in Agriculture and 
Hufbaridry, throughout Ehg- 
land and Wales is 1,500,000*, 
by 4 allowing the Wages of 
thefe to be Nine Shillings per 
Week, on an Average, for 
only Si* Months m the Year, 
(the remaining Six Months, I 
fuppfofe, their Earnings, not 
ex A<$ly derived from Agricul- 
ture, Itot various other Kinds 
of Labour) ahd will amount to £• 

the Sum of - - - - » 1 7,550,000 



mm* 



One third of this to be paid in 

Kind, is ----- - 5,850,000 

The Amount of this Sum rio\rtr annu- 
ally paid iri Wages, toould of Coiiffe be 
impropriated ib oihex Ufts, and be equal 

to 



T«- 



* From the Statiftfe Tabic of Government, the Nnmber of 
People chiefly employed in Agriculture, is confidcrabJy more* 
but the Reafon of my making this ReduAion, is that many 
pf the Parochial Returns include the Children of whatever 
Age, as the. fame Occupation with the Mailer of the Family, 



C 95 3, 

to an Addition to the circulating Specie' of 
the like Sum. 

At firft View this Method will meet 

* * • • 

with many Obftacks, but none fuch as to 
render the Plan abortive; nor any fo Jieavy 
as the Grievances it is intended to alle-r 
viate. 

That every Farmer or Occupier of 
Ground, fhould not be obliged to faife 
Corft, and in many Inftances the Soil 
would not admit of it, will be on$. This 
muft be remedied in the beft Manner pofr 
fible, by the Parties concerned, or by fuch 
Claufes and Provifions as the Nature of- 

■ i * 

\ 

Circumftances might require ; befides, the 
Farmers of the different Diftrid^s gene- 
rally maintain a very good Understanding 
towards each others Afliftance relative to ; 
Com Dealings. - m 'l 

Again, that the Cottager having Corn, . 
would not be able to convert it into Meal 
but at the Option of the Millers, to a great 
Difadvantage, or be induced to fell it un- 
der Value. 

It 



It has long been a Subj6& of Complaitit, 
that the induftrious Poor have fufFere^ 
confiderably, through the Want of a Suffi- 
ciency of- Mills for grinding Corn ; and 
finee the Advance of Commerce, nearly 
all thofe that are contiguous to any River, 
that are enabled to work in the Summer 
Months when there is a Want of Wihd, 

' are now converted to the Ufe of other 
Trades, fuch as Muftard, Paper, Sugar 
Mills^ &c # and it is a known Fa&, that the 
Price of Bread is regulated by the Flour 
Market, whofe Supplies and Average 

, Price are not regul ated by that of ConV 

' ■ : • * * *" 

' f 

Among the many Committers afid Re- 
ports that have irtveftigated this Subject 
for fame Years, no- regular Method has 
yet been adopted for an Erection of Paro- 
chral Mills, although the Public Good has 
been generally allowed, and carried into 
Effect, with that Spirit whicfr fhould al- 
ways characterize any Inftitution towards 
meliorating the Community, would felr 
ftfi^e ^he Qbje^on before allu4^l^ 

• • : * • 

I have 



7 
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I have mentioned in Page 37-8, many 
of the Inducements the Englifh Farmer 
has to turn his Cultivation to the bed Ac- 
count, at lead in mercenary Views, how 
it will repay him the beft; and I am 
aware that any compulfory Laws by Go- 
vernment to the Farmers, refpediing Culti- 
vation generally, would break that Free- 
dom which it is neceffary they ftiould pof- 
fefs, and would be prejudicial to Agricul- 
ture ; yet> on a Point bordering on Famine, 
fomething (hould be done in this Refpedt, 
in a modified Way, where each Indivi- 
dual in the whole Body of near Ten Mil- 
lions of People are concerned, and moft 
unfortunately, like all public Grievances, 
it bears the heavieft upon the lower Claf- 
fes. « 

Notwithftanding the Infufficiency of the 
Produce, (particularly of laft Year's) we 
fhould not have felt it fo feverely, by the 
timely Exertions of Government, in pro- 
curing foreign Supplies, but the good Ef- 
fects intended, have been counteracted 
by the Machinations of thofe Pefts to So- 
ciety and the fair Trader, Dealers in Corn ; 

N and 
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Unci although Government has exerted it- 
jfelf to obt&ift Supplies from foreign Mar- 
kets, they hive not yet guarded againft 
that rapacious Set ferving it out to us by 
Spoonfuls, and fellirtg it as Gold. 

It is tb be hoped, that a mee* Hint upon 
this Sukje A will be Efficient for the Legis- 
lature^ improving upon, and thereby veri- 
fying the Encomiums of the Plenty of 
BkitAiN, th^PKOTttinoNoFiteS0BjEct*i 
and the Wisdom of its Laws. 

. v 

When Government are holding out 
Bounties to the Amount of Three Millions 
for Importations in the Conrfe of one 
Twelve Month, why not become Ptercha* 

fers of the Whole, and regulate the Sale of 
it ; for the attendant Trouble and Expence 
need not be mentioned, when there are 
fuch flagrant Ihftances in uMefs Matters. 
In all Importations of Iron, fieittp, Tim* 
Tret, &c. &e. Tenders ate made ofthem to 
"Government, before they kre permitted 
to public Sale. 



For 
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For Want of forr\e Regulation of this 
kind, Entries are made, Certificates foi 
Bounties are figned > and many of the Car- 
goes 'never appear in the Market* or elfe 
are fold by Sample only. . 

The Advantage taken by the Over%ht 
of this is evident from the Number of 
Ships that have remained for Months in 
the River, laden with Corn, and fuffejing a 
Demurrage to a very confiderabje Espence f 
rather than unlade and produce their Car- 
goes in the Market. By thefe Means the 
Supply is kept fhort, when there is ?uft\,iajly 
a Sufficiency of Corn in the Nation, thQ shisf 
Objedl being an Enhance of Price ; and, 
by the Time it arrives in the Market, it is 
heated and damaged, and the Flour pro- 
duced therefrom, is mufty, and one Half 
of it actually fpoiled. 

And I appeal to thofe who are enabled 
by their Situation to anfwer ipe, if latterly, 
Petitions for many Thousanp Quarters 
of Wheat, to be made into Starchy have 
not been given in, to the Council Office, 
becaufe it was deemed ufelefe for anv other 

N 2 Purpofe ; 
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Purpofe; when at the Time of its Arrival, 
Three Months previous, the Corn wag 
perfectly faleable, and would even have 
been fo now, had it been landed and 
brought to Market in proper Time, and 
fufficiently aired immediately after the 
Voyage. — Thefe are Facts that defy Cow* 

» 

troverfy. 

When a whole Kingdom falls a Sacrifice 
to the Machinations of a few Individuals, 
through the Misfortune of a Seafon of 
Scarcity, no Hefitation fhotild be made of 
cruthing that Few to ameliorate the Con- 
dition of the Whole, 

No Corn Dealer that is a Wholefalq 
Buyer and Seller of Corn, fhould be per-? 
mitted, for this Reafon; no Perfon is in 
Want of Bread Corn, but thofe that can 
convert it into Meal, (Seed Corn excepted) 
therefore, let the Law ena6l that none be 
permitted to fell Corn but the Grower, 
and no Perfon purchafe but the Mealman 
or Miller, and that Mealman or Miller fell 
to no Body but the Baker Qr Confunier. 



In 
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In the firft Inftance, this would entirely 
deftroy that unneceflary and baneful Oafs, 
and prevent the Profits of the Middle Men, 
(as they are termed) and, it is very evident 
that the lefs Hands a Commodity pafles 
through, previous to the Coiifumptlon, 
the more reafonable, and the more una- 
dulterated we fhall have the Goods, 

Another Field for Extortion on theWants 

of the induftrious Poor is, the retailing of 

fmall Bread at Huckfters* or Chandlers' 

Shops*. The Alfowanqemade by the Baker 

to 
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* In the Reports of the Conditions of the Poor, thefe 
Naifances have been properly animadverted upon, by the nu- 
merous Hands each petty Article pafles through, from the 
Produce to the Confumption, not only to the Detriment of 
the Goods, but the enhancing the Price, by the many living 
Profits neceflary to be put on by each, 

I cannot pafs this Subject without dedicating a few Lines 
to the Credit of iVIifs Leigh, and fetting up the Village of 
Woottm Leigh, in Warwick/hire, as a Pattern of rural Oeco- 
nomy, high Cultivation of the Lands, and the Happinefs 
and peaceable Order of the Peafantry under her Domain ; and 
it is to be remarked in this Village, the only Trades are the 
Smith and Wheelwright, as Appendages to Hufbandry; and 
all Kinds of Huckftei s of Chandlers' Shops are cxprcCJy for- 
bid* 




to %be&* is hothintg ,le£?> than for a Conm- 
vaoceat the Deficiency from the ftandard 
Weight, which is not fo ealily deteded by 
the Fracfiiiwis iafmall Loaves; for not wit h-^ 
ftamiing the additional Trouble ta the 
Bskejfs, they a*re well known to be particu- 
larly partial \Q that Pavt of the Trade, 

On the firft Failure of the Corn Harvefl, 
the Foot: naturally had Recourfe to the 
cbeapeft and beft Subftitute ; this was 
feumi to bs Potatoes ; but this agmn , like 
«very W^ntof Neceflity, wasieized upon 
by the Harpies of Extortion, and the Sub- 
ftitute was dealt out equally dear, and al- 
Bioft as unattainable as the Principal ; and 

noft>EUroately the wet Seafon previous, was 
as detrimental to this Vegetable as Wheat. 

Sinee the Difturbance in p«r Sifter ftle* 
the Cultivation of this ufeful and ncceffary 

Article* 

i ■ i . ft i i , ■ . . .. i i ■ ■ ■ . - mii ■ , x ^ , , , 

; and fo teaacip&s is fixe of keeping up t£e go.od Crikr 
a?4<* txwl Syfceo* of her Utile Community, that the ftrittett 
Ja.juu<^ajas. iwe given to h:r S toward » not tp fuffer any frefh 
JScitkr tiw a trading or macuia&ujring Tcw«, paiticttlarly 
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Article, being the chief Subfiftettce of that 
Country,. has been latterly much neglect- 
ed, and that extenfive Part of trtir Kmg* 
dom , LanctifJiire and Chtfhite, (in the firifc 
*>F which Potatoes were Originally itttl*M- 
ducfcd) and Formerly FuppRfed mfrt oftly to- 
ward their own GbftFutaption, inftfcad of 
Bread Corn, but contributed largely to the 
ftdghbouring Counties, have, as \ before 
fcbFerved, P&ge 3 7, ftttned thfehrCuMvafdbli 
to Grazing; and theffe, as Will tts ift FW-JI* 
j/kire, the once Favory Buifet Mtfk atitj $***- 
Tntoesbrt now leftto thej^m^MtiUitudfet 
Former Habits attd late Ciiftonte, not &gttafe* 
fog *\frith thfc ptefent Ideas oF Ci^Fizal5tfA. 
tmd Improvement Fet Forth by GUV Uto&em 
¥>MloFophers. Irt tfteFfc iWfcCbWftteS it tt 
ttttnfccfefFa*y to obflervfe tfefet T ftfcdfc* klki- 
HWACTOitKS' fend GAftALfc, hiv* ttiadfe a Wt* 
}>id Advfcttce, Withih thefe few YfcMfe, «* 
the Prejudice of A:6R*ctJL?GfcE. : •■ - •- ■■ 

The Difaflfedfcofc of Mio$ of the lower 
Oafes of Ehglilh at this Tia*e> «p*y be at* 
tributed not to the general Cieai v£ 1fo 
Bardnefs of the Times, but to thofe Natfe* 
ries of Turbulence and DU'atfisdkm, thi 

Gangs 
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Gangs employed on the Navigations.-—- 
The Number fo employed this Jaft Sum- 
mer on the different Canals and Naviga- 
tions, throughout England, cannot be es- 
timated atlefs than 10,000 Men, moft of 
them efcaped from Gaols, or elfe Defer- 
ters from the Army and N^vy. 



The diforderly and drunken Life they 
are enabled to live, from their Wages be- 
ing fo much above the Price paid for Hus- 
bandry, together with the Produce of 
their nocfturnal Depredations, eafily con- 
taminate, by their Example and Perfua- 
iion, the Mind of the peaceable Cottager 
and Hufbandman, who, if he does not 
immediately enter into- their Vices, returns 
ip his Family, diffatisfied with his Wants, 
a©d neglecting his former Induflry, be- 
comes ft Burthen to the Parifh, and his Fa- 
mily, — a Prey to real Neceflity . 

Machinations againft a State, or Riots 
in a Community, have been rarely traced 
to the humble Cottager, but always to a 
Glut of thofe Drones, who partake of the 
Pwyjuqe, without the Induftry of the Bee. 

What 




VWhftt'4Btftte ' hi* been more, firmly or 
better fiipported, than by an Army and 
Na^y; derived from a Set of Men, ftrong 
and healthy by Nature and their Occupy 
tion, and ever fubordinate to the Superi- 
ors placed over them, Thefe are JV|en 
who fight their own Caufe, for their King • 
and Country; the Reft are Mercenaries 
who ferve for the Pay only : for a Proof 
of this Aflertion, the recent, but unfbrtu* 
nate Inftance in our Fleet, is (till frefh in 
every Briton's Remembrance ; but I will 
make no farther Digreffion from pay ori* 
ginal Subje<$. 

Among the many Pamphlets of the 
Day, that have difeufled the prefent Sub* 
je&, moft of them have differed as to the 
Caufe of the prefent high Price of Provi* 
fions, more efpecially Com, fome attrU 
buting it to Scarcity, and others to De#r- 
nefs only ; but the relative Proportion be-* 
tween the Market Demand, and the Mar- 
ket Supply, will not in all Cafes regulate 
the Market Price. 

O This 
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v This. Topic has been ably eta»ime& r jby 
$)~— . Adam, Smith, in bis Tre^tife ;on? 
the Wealth/ of Nations, wherein he en/ 
deajrours' to prove that , the Market Price 
of mpft-of the Neceflajies 0f-Life, ; part?eu* 
litrly Corn, is regulated by the P/enty or, 
Scarcity of the Currency of; &P Ra^ionaJ 
Coin ; and from whence it wpuUi appear, 
that the prefent high Price was entirely 
owing to the fuperabnndant Currpncy of 
Paper; anidLas much ^ls the &id Paper Cur- 
rency exceeds the Proportion #f Sterling 
Cuuensy, &%, that Time ppjnpjained of, 
we nuift now expect the Prjpe pf every 
Article to be enhanced, in the fame Pro-* 
portion.— —But /this i§ not ftyi&ly true ; 
whenever any Article gr Provifipn of Life 
i$ qpnyerf ed from the tf^nds pf the Mar- 
ket, jnto thofe; pf Tr#de, Monopolists 
alone, can regulate the , JVforket Price, as ; 
they pleafe, without any relative Adhe- 
rence to the Supply pr the Demand. The 
particular Inftance of this has t>eeji veri- 
fied, detpcfted, aqd (it i§ tp be hoped) de- 
stroyed, in the Hop Market. 

Fr°ha 
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Fwtm thfrl rtteart to infer} th#«ot*rittoh 
Handing the -§0urce is derived from Scar- 
city 5 yet it w& not* account foJ the Ife*r- 
nefs in Toto, mat is to fay, the Price of 
Corn has beehrq^ully kept up* 6iord ihaii 
the Scarcity of >ihe Supply could juftify, 
and iii Spite of the many apparent felii- 
t&ry RegulatfoM^ei^eAing the Com Mar- 
ket and Meriweighfers' Retuitis, >A vetagfe 
-Pricey &c. &«t; 'they have not bein fuffi*. 
dent to check the Evafioris »of thoferifo- 
te^efted to keep thqir Dealings from thfe 
Knowledge of the public Market ; or in 
plain Words/: the ctandejlins Dealings cJf 
Buyers and Sellers out of the Market ; . net* 
ther does the average Price*, or Account 
of the London Supply of <€b*ife anfwer 
the intended Pyrppfe, as it now%toA$u :'l 

The Statement : l«kl befotethe Lo& 
Mayor, from the Meahp»qighersV Returns, 
include only the Purqhstfes made in the 
regular Market, sonfequently the gteat- 
eft Part of the Importations, which are 
-chiefly fold toy different Auctions, li^ver 
appear in thofc * Returns ; which Sales, 
fliould they be to e ver^grqat^ A^ 

© 2 or 
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*krt*ret(b cheap a. Rate* Ivftddiwl in- 
~fluehce the. Macbfe Pace <th»t govetta the 
-Afltfce of Bitad ae fct by <hfe Lord(bip. < 






;: Th«^uantil^£ffbre^ 
f *itts lalttfly,beeti7iieaarljrfhi- Whotettf <&e 
-Supply <£ MarWame, hasjwrwfed. tHete at 
Jflptfnd to&Ywi [from $rm Pti#cfea|e*s> ft) tfhat 
4be^oC«d fiffe<S$^h«oh<>ugbH&3iaye been 
4&rfred to Abe :Cottimuoity # jftom the £ff- 
-deaVoute iof GoVerjiiiraM: io (keep up a 
4ihidy^u p$kf»ifih$j have ftptA&QiiOQWi- 
teracfted/ JbtXre been nwch impeded; ffiA 
the MonapoM has tftsned ftfe. QrvWffigbttQ 
4fris- moll ^iih^uiae Ekpecftatiotts. 

" " . '■'» ". . " i * < <•!* 

: . . ■■»'..» v/ » ■ *■ , / . . ." ■ > 

The AcoduM puWdflafed .weekly df the 
Inqsntaiion^ from the Ctn&et Office^ does 
notaffecft, in the flighteft degree, thofe 
iXtiftin^vaituikd to. a$?th«y «re merely 
, grren ■■ Sat 'tke Option of the < JU«d ,M?y o* f 
.for (the ^Information of /the Public ; but 
•farther if Jaliddesriiofc. , > .1 >; . t /. / L 

1 jv Was theiSale of th^e ilmpoi^aiiarifcpf^w 
.fchfaed hji Law to take place at the regular 
UomxM^riwt, M^grcieable wd ■ c^qforoi^le 

Iv V to 
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to.tb*: Returns of th* Go&et Office, *« 

fhould not only have the full Supply 
brought before the Public, (where we 

might Jfiee what was, and .whtt- tiw* #0/ 
d<^in< Trade) but w.flwd4 &urc:th£ 
jfij^ felling IVices'throwo k^jto the gezreftl 
Average, and confequently nnch'lower«* 

But even fuppofing th^fe Jteft^ioQS 
and negations Yf&s 19 fye adopted* it 
would only alleviate the Evil in Part ; and 
and not eflfc&ually iQQtQ\xtfareftatIiqg&n$ 
regrating, unlefiw^ further Adoption wa$ 
made of prohibiting Sales ?by &vmj>k ©jcvly 9 
and imttf this is done, that>?w^f,Majpr|lty{ 
ihe monied Mer*, wiil regulate Dromefe 
even if Scarcity is out ftf the Quefti^o. 

However; as this could not be put » 
Practice on the psefeat limited Scale of the 
Com Market, and the City .having fome 
-Time back taken a Past of this Matter in 
Confideiation, it is io be iincerely hoped; 
that fuch an able and public-fpirited Body 
apiU ;profec»te their imicMlr lattiitton, 
eitj^rby augmenting or t»oiving the .Mw> 
£*t «r Mnkets, 33 aaaay Appear &e *iqft 

eligible, 
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* eligible, and .btft adapted for th& public 
Gdod.' 






Although we have had feverti! r C3am 
Committees to inveftigate the State ^of* the 
Markets, fuppofed Produce of the Crbps*. 
&c. I do not find any Elucidation of i tKe 

Baker's real Profits : This is fettled, 

and we know what it is by Theory, but in 
PraERce : ' we fhall find, it is much mbtfe 
than : tKe ; Nature of the' Trade, and fait 
Dealing;* Will warrant go6d. An* Examfc 
nation of r the Trade 1 upon the Subjktfl* is 
fomethinglike the Cuftorii'of an arraigned 
Frifonerbfeihg aflced Guilty, or not Gmt* 
• TY.--«^There is hot the leaft Dotabt but the 
Baker's real' Profit is double the ufiial' Cal- 
culation, and that it is much more than the 
requifite living Profit, is deducible from 
the .Number that undersell the Affile* 
which they are ndt enabled to do by any 
unfair Means, as the regular Bakers in- 
veftigate their Conduct pretty clofely* * 
f j v» •' • . .'. >:."'. 

Altho\igh Potatoes have been reforted 
to* as- the beft and fpeedieft S'ttbftitute in 
in a Year of Scarcity, yet thefe is no 

Adoption 



Adaption of ^regular Plan by the nume- 
rous Societies for the Relief of the Poor*; 
or by Pari(h Officers, adequate to anfwer- 
ixig the flefired P^urpofe*. 

■ .*.»' ' r 

... • • . ' « 

On the firft appearance, indicating an 
approaching Seafon of Scarcity,, each pa-» 
rochial Diftricft ihould lay in a Sufficiency 
of Potatoes for Cultivation, before the ad- 
<Jitionai Confumption had taken Effe& up- 
on that Article ; thefe Ihould be dealt out 
fcr that Purpofe to the Cottagers, or elfe 
Ground appropriated thereto, for the .Cul<* 
tivation of which the? lower Clais ihould 
bp anjfyverable. 

In the Year j 794-5> on the Failure of 
the Corn Crops in Normandy, the Inha- 
bitants of that Country were ftarving for 
upwards pf Five Months, when Neceffity 

drove^ 
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* I cannot refrain from mentioning, that one of the beft 
intended puhlicInft}tutions(LtorD's Committee) although 
by the Gencrpfuy of its Sobfcribers, hat rofe many ThoaA 
and Pounds y yet through Mismanagement of iu Conductors, 
it has had a very oppofite Effeft to the one defired, by caufc 
ing a Rift both in Potatoes and (as well as entirely (lopping 
the Supply of) Salt FUh, 



<ta>ve thttA tt the following falutaiy &«* 
inedy: 
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The high Roads of that Province were 
remarkably wide, and confequently took 
up a Deal of Waste Land, in fome Parts 
upwards of Sixty Yards acrofs, when each 
Cottager took to himfelf fo much of the 
Roads as he had Occafion to ftock with 
Potatoes, which were diftributed to them 
for that Purpofe, by Order of Gbvern- 
ittent, and for which they were accounta- 
ble to a Municipal Officer. 

The greateft Defideratum would be/ 
Government being able to afcertain pre- 
cisely, immediately after the getting in of 
each Harveft, the Quantity of Com that 
would be produced therefrom ; for when 
we knew there was a Sufficiency for the 
SeaFon, it would prevent the Advantages 
fo <*ften t$kea of aialfe Alarm ; and if the 
Harveft was defective, immediate Steps 
could be taken towards fuppiymg that 
Deficiency before it would be called for ; 
ahd a ftill Farther Security againft Scarcity 

would 
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toould be general Magazines, always to 
have at leaji fix Months Store in Hand. 

On fuch a tlatibnal Concern as the Sub-* 
fiftence of the Country * much could not 
be thought of the Eftablifhment of an Of-: 
fice, for afcertaining the Produce and Gon-» 
fumption of all Grain throughout the King- 
dom, annually, which could eafily be fup-' 
ported at the Expence of one fuperfluous 
Peri/ion.— -The Bufinefs of this Office 
might be arrariged from regular Return&j 
according to Law, from every Diftricft, on 
or immediately after the 25th of March, of 
all the Grain fown throughout England* 
Scotland and Wales \ and on or immedi* 
ately after 29th September, in each ftu> 
ceflive Year j the Ptpduce of the Harveft : 
Neither do I fpp, that it would be arbitrary, 
to compel each original Holder of Conv> 
to produce a ? certain Proportion, , at ftated > 
Intervals, to the regular Market ; fay one 
fourteenth Part of the whole Stock each. 
Month, which would leave a Sufficiency 
for Cafualtips and Seed. , 



In 
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Irt order to enforce Conformity to 
thefe Regulations, the moft trifling Duty, 
by Way of Excife, would afcertain the 
Quantity, and Cbnfifcation of a Strfpftrcof 
Stock, taken at any Time, together with 
Regiffier and Certificate of Safes from the 
Clerks of the Market, to bafence' the Ac- 
count of Stock,; - 1 would ■- enfaire a- regular 
Supply to theMtoket, ■ - •'.•••■ 



«« • 



' A Pkrt 6f thefe Ifirtts' Government hAve 
alreiS^y «nticipa*edy by ktfily fending Re- 
quefls to the rtoffereta* Bifhkps, to obtain 
the cfefired Information 6f the Ptoduceof 
the Harveft, firt«Wlhe m%€aive Clergy of 
their Diocefes* }• but 'fitifce they have been 
fo remifs in tho& Returns that were im- 
mediately unde* th?*^p Provinces, we can- 
notexped thfc-prefent'ories toffee tirykt*- 
curate, at Whatever P^fed'tftey might be j 
cbnipliea*ed^; befijd^s^ ft'm^^iy reafcor* 1 

ably 
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* When the Clerical Returns for afcertaioing. the. In* 
creafe or Diminution of the Population We're fifft Called for, on 
the 10th of March, 1 801 , they were dcfired to be returned on 
or before the 30th of April following; and it appears that 
near One Thouiand Returns were not received on the 30th 
of Auguft. 
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ably be expe&ed ; the Farmers will nipt 
make accurate Returns to the Clergy with-* 
out Compulsion, as they will be fearful it 
will lead to an Augmentation of Tythes; 
and as far as it gives any Information in 
that Refpetf:, they (the Clergy) may be 
mor6 explicit than expected. 

In Sir John Sinclair's Addrefs to the 
Clergy of the Church of England, in 1 795V 
he pays the higheft Compliments to the 
Scotiifh Clergy for the extenfive Informal 
tion received from them; this Addrefs, 
he informs us, was to be diftributed among 
the Engiiih Clergy, in Order to roufc 
them into an Exertion fimilar to their Bre- 
thren ; but it not having the defired Effect, 
his original propofed Statiftic Account of 
Great Britain was relinquifhed. In fliort, 
inftead of aflifting the Returns, many 
of them have even fet themfelves againft 
it, as judging it -an unpopular Meafure, 
even numbering the People: one of them 
from Oxford/hire gives a long Remark with 
the Motto of 

Hinc illae Lacrinue! 

and then follows a long Quotation from 

P % the 
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the 2 1 ft Chapter Chronicles, ill Verfe.--** 
• M And Satan flood up, and provoked 
*' David to number Ifrael, &c. M 

But the moft general frivolous Remark 
is on " the fatal Marriage Aft, which 
" took Place in the Year 1754, and de*- 
" prived fo many Cures and Chapelries of 
** thfeir accuftomed Fees*'* 

One Very gravely afferts, as the Caufe 
of the -Deficiency in his Regifler, cf That 
*' it was occafioned by the late Incum-* 
* f bent's Wife, who being a very paflion-* 
** ate Woman, in a Fit of Rage, tore the 
*' Book in Pieces, and deprived her Hufr 
f * band of his Sight at the fame Time, by 
** knocking out his Eyes with the Co*» 
" vers, and he continued blind till his 
«< Death/' 

Again, there has not been any particut 
lar Rule or Method given to regulate the 
Farmer in calculating his Returns, for the 
beft practical Cultivator, is often the ropft 
•ypid of Theory. 

Man/ 
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Many Modes might be adopted, but the 
following one, which has often been prao- 
tifed with the defired Effect in Northum- 
berland, feems the moft fimple :~~On the 
firft flacking or houfing the Harveft, let 
the Number of Sheaves be tallied, from 
whence, let fome proper Perfon attend 
the Threfher, and by feeing him threjh, 
drefs, and rneafure, a certain Number of 
Sheaves, the whole Quantity contained 
in fuch Stack, may be eafily afcertamed* 
This might be improved upon farther, by 
regulating the Wages for threfhing accords 
ing to the Produce, and would be th$ 
greateft Inducement for (Economy, 

If Inducements held out to the Britifh 
Farmer have not the defired Effeft, to in- 
fure a fufficient Cultivation of Wheat, ex- 
clufive of the Appropriation of wafte 
Lands to that Purpofe, Reftri&ion (hould 
be made, that all Tenants, or Holders of 
Farms and Lands, fliould have a fpecific 
Quantity in Tillage, according to the Na- 
ture of the Soil, Size of the Land* and 

A4niiflion of Circumft^ces. 



But 



But fuppoftng even this was found im- 
.fffa&ieable and infufficient, other Me^ 
thods might be found to anfwer the pro* 
pofed End. 

I have already hinted the dangerous 
Tendency of Bounties, encouraging Im- 
: portation of Corn; for by a conftant Reli^ 
Mice' on the Produce of foreign Markets* 
it will bring on Indolence at Home, with 
Refpedl to Seed Cultivation, when the 
Farjnerfiads hirafelf underfold by Foreign- 
-ersv- —But difcontinue the Bounties or* 
Corn, and allow proportionate ones on 
Butter and Cheefe, and it will foon be 
found to caufe a great Effect in Cultiva- 
tion, and convert Pafturage into Tillage. 

As the Mind of Man is ever fufceptible 
to Improvement and Invention, many 
ijiore Refources may yet be found to coun- 
teract the Machinations of Evil, and to 
affift the Earth in kindly yielding its 
Fruits for our Suftenance, notwith- 
standing it was a divine Ordinance, that 
Man fhould obtain his Bread by the Sweat 
pf his BiQWt 

A Trial 
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A Trial of Adverfity feldom happens 
without being foon followed by Profper- 
ity; it is the Hope of this, if not the Cer- 
• tainty that carries us with Patience through 
the World ; and its fudden Changes, were 
never more confpicuous than at this Pe- 
riod, when we have been refcued from an 
impending Famine, and Warfare with all 
the World, by a mo ft bounteous and plenti- 
ful Harvefl on the one Hand, and on the 
other, the Approach of Peace with all 
Nations. 

May the Schemes of able Minifters be 
turned from Loans and Foreign Charts, to 
domestic Oeconomy and internal Im- 
provement. 




